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President Schlissel to Address UMRA in January 
U-M President Mark Schlissel will 
address the UMRA membership at the 
2:00 PM Seminar on January 13, 2022.  

President Schlissel will provide updates 
on important U-M issues and answer any 
questions you might have.  

Dr. Schlissel is the 14th president of the 
University of Michigan and the first 
physician-scientist to lead the institution.  

Since beginning as president in July 2014, he 
has launched a number of successful initiatives 
focused on Academic Innovation; Biosciences; 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion; Poverty 
Solutions; and Precision Health. U-M is 
perennially the nation’s top public university in 
research productivity and consistently ranked 
as No. 1 among the nation’s leading public 
universities. We are honored that President 
Schlissel will join us on January 13. 
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Greetings from UMRA. In this newsletter you’ll find:  
 



  

2   January 2022 UMRA News  |  umra.hr.umich.edu 

 

Happy New Year. I hope you all were able to enjoy some special time with your 
family and friends during the holidays. Even with the vaccines and boosters 

available, COVID-19 and the Omicron variant certainly presented challenges. 
Now we look forward to a new year with the hope that the pandemic will 

die down and we can get back to a more normal life, even if that normal is 
somewhat different than what we were used to pre-pandemic.  

As we start a new year, let me reflect back on the last year and use that information to jump start us into 2022. 
We started 2021 with virtual meetings via Zoom. That worked well, but it wasn’t the same as meeting in person. 
Over the summer the Board decided to resume our meetings in person at Weber’s. We felt that with most of 
our members being vaccinated, requiring masks, spacing out the chairs and hiring servers for our snacks we 
would have a safe environment for our members. We are pleased that so many of you decided to join the 
meetings at Weber’s. The excitement in the ballroom was invigorating. We fully understand that some members 
prefer not to meet in person, so we have perfected our live-streaming skills and both broadcast and record the 
meetings. Members who can’t join us can watch at a later time. With all this, our overall attendance has 
increased. We plan to continue the in-person meetings in 2022 but will closely monitor the COVID-19 situation 
and make changes if needed. 

The UMRA Travel program came back strong in the fall of 2021. Several of the bus trips reached near capacity 
and explored a wide variety of sites in southeast Michigan. We were disappointed Camp Michigania was 
cancelled again in 2021 but hope that will change in 2022. We might even consider other overnight trips. 

Our new special interest group initiative got off to a great start in 2021. UMRA Reads generated a great selection 
of books and the Zoom discussions have been very interesting. UMRA Walks has helped us explore the Ann 
Arbor area and provided us with good exercise and comradery. We are looking forward to more groups forming 
in 2022. Let us know if there is a group you would like to start. 

Our website improves and expands each month. We encourage you to check it out regularly. 

A member survey was emailed in November. We have had a great initial response but would still like to hear 
from more members. The final reminder was emailed on January 4 to anyone we haven’t heard from. If you 
haven’t done so, please take a few minutes to complete it now and share your opinions and ideas. We’ll analyze 
the data over the next few months and discuss them in detail at the March 1 Board retreat. We will use the 
results to further improve and expand UMRA activities to meet the needs of our members. 

Growing our membership is a priority in 2022. The best way to do this is to invite a friend or colleague you 
worked with, who is now retired, to join UMRA and attend our events. Please try to do this. 

Corny joke of the month: What did the Tin Man say when he got run over by a steamroller? Curses! Foil again.  

Happy New year! I look forward to seeing many of you at our January 13 meeting. President Schlissel will be our 
2pm speaker. It’s a meeting you won’t want to miss. 

Al Hermsen 
UMRA President 

President’s Report 
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Update: UMRA Member Survey
Response to UMRA's Member Survey has been 
excellent. Although the results are not all in, a few 
people on the Board's survey committee couldn't 
resist peeking at the data 
that has been submitted. 

Survey respondents have 
shared specific ideas and 
provided helpful opinions 
of how UMRA is operating 
and how it can be better. 
The Board looks forward 
to fully analyzing the data 
and learning about the 
issues most important to the UMRA membership. A 
final email reminder was sent January 4 to anyone 
who had not yet responded.  

If you received this reminder, please complete the 
survey today. If you think the message might have 
gotten lost in your holiday email, it should be easy 

to find by searching for the email subject, "UMRA 
Member Survey." Your response is important to 
make sure the results reflect the perspectives of all 

of the membership. 

The survey will close in 
mid-January so the 
analysis can proceed. Our 
plan is to share a 
summary of the results 
with the membership in 
the spring. Members will 
also be able to review the 
results on the UMRA 

website. Remember that persons who complete the 
survey may choose to be entered in the drawing for 
a $100 gift card. 

To those who have completed the survey the UMRA 
Board says, THANK YOU!  

 - The UMRA Board of Directors 

 
Volunteer Opportunities 
UMRA is proud of the members who give their time and energy to many volunteer activities. If you are 
interested in exploring potential volunteer activities, visit the Volunteering page on the UMRA  website—
https://umra.hr.umich.edu/volunteering/—and search the opportunities that best match your interests.  

This month we are highlighting Ann Arbor Meals on Wheels.  

Meal delivery volunteers serve a critical role at Ann Arbor 
Meals on Wheels (AAMOW) and in the lives of our 
homebound neighbors. Volunteers choose the day (currently Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday) and frequency 
(weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, substitute) for volunteering based on their availability. Volunteers pick up meals at 
the AAMOW office at 11:30 am and deliver them in their own vehicles. Routes take 1-2 hours to complete and 
involve socially-distanced wellness checks and delivering meals, needed household items and toiletries, as well 
as cards and activity books to brighten the days of our clients. AAMOW currently needs 54 volunteers/week to 
help deliver more than 700 meals to homebound neighbors each delivery day and would love you to be one of 
them! More detailed information and next steps can be found in this video and on our website.  

https://umra.hr.umich.edu/volunteering/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V4BxwzpNKgc&t=1s&ab_channel=MichiganMedicine
https://www.uofmhealth.org/patient-visitor-guide/aameals-on-wheels/volunteer


  

4   January 2022 UMRA News  |  umra.hr.umich.edu 

 

Upcoming Monthly Programs 
The in-person monthly programs are held at Weber’s, 3050 Jackson Ave, Ann Arbor. In view of the growing 
COVID-19 concerns, we require everyone attending in person at Weber's to be fully vaccinated and to wear a 
mask, (a KN95 or N95 mask is recommended) 

Unless otherwise noted, the Learn & Grow programs are held from noon to 1:15 PM. The 2:00 PM Seminars 
start at 1:45 PM, with announcements followed by the program from 2:00 - 3:15 PM Eastern time.  

 
Programs are also livestreamed via Zoom. A Zoom link is emailed out each month with the meeting reminders.  
If you are unable to join the live sessions, recordings of Learn & Grow and 2 PM Seminars are posted to the 
Members Only section of the UMRA website. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

 
Learn & Grow Sessions 

January 13  What’s Hot in Social Media; A Primer for Retirees by co-presenters and undergraduates, Molly 
Kraine and Emily Cao, from the School of Information. 

Learn about popular social media platforms such as TikTok, Twitter, Instagram and others. Our presenters will 
provide a walk-through of the user experience, discuss the popularity of each platform, and if time permits, 
introduce new and upcoming trends in social media. UMRA members will be able to impress their grandchildren 
with their newfound knowledge and information. 

February 10  Tax Day is Coming:  IRS/Tax Implications for 2021/22 presented by Jim Bell, CPA, JD and  
former chief administrative officer at the Medical School. 

How to Protect Yourself Online presented by Mark Munzenberger, Financial Education 
Manager at the University of Michigan Credit Union. 

This is a two-part Learn & Grow session. Jim Bell will present Part I with a “what you need to know” discussion of 
things you need to know when filing your 2021 taxes and what is new in 2022. Jim will also cover the possible 
implications of the current legislation before Congress.  

Mark Munzenberger will present Part II with an overview of cyber security and how to protect yourself and your 
identity from online predators.  

 

Need Member With Laptop 
Can you help? We need a member, willing to bring their laptop to the January and February 
monthly membership meetings at Weber’s. If your laptop has a USB and/or ethernet port all the 
better. We use our UMRA computer to livestream the meeting. The second computer is used to 
monitor our Zoom chat. The member who has been monitoring the chat submissions is not 
available in January or February. We are reaching out to the membership in hopes that one of you 
can help us. Please send an email to umra@umich.edu if you are able to provide a laptop for an 

  

mailto:umra@umich.edu
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March 10  Hitting the Road: A Panel Presentation on Traveling in Campers, Vans, RVs.  Presented by 
Susan and Patrick Shields, and Kathy and Norm Fischer. 

A panel of UMRA members will share their personal experiences and advice, ranging from purchasing their 
“vehicle” to planning their trips and what they have learned along the way. They will provide the “how-to” part 
of buying a camper to planning for an extensive road trip. Not all members are planning to buy a camper trailer, 
but all members will enjoy hearing the experiences, stories and adventures from their UMRA colleagues. 

April 14 Opportunities and Resources for Older Adults through the University of Michigan presented by 
Jennifer Howard, LMSW, Director, Turner Senior Wellness Program. 

Jennifer will address the opportunities and resources through six University of Michigan community programs 
for older adults including Turner Senior Wellness Program, OLLI- (Osher Lifelong Learning Institute), Silver Club 
Memory Programs, Turner African American Services Council, Ann Arbor Meals on Wheels, and the Housing 
Bureau for Seniors. In addition, Jennifer will discuss the first places you can go when looking for resources for 
older adults in the Washtenaw County area and beyond. 

May 12  Beyond Burgers and Brats.  

This program will present grilling ideas, recipes and demonstrations for the novice as well as the sophisticated 
outdoor chef. Something for everyone and a great way to start the summer. 
 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

Monthly 2 PM Seminars  

January 13 Updates on the University of Michigan.   ♦   Dr. Mark S. Schlissel, President, University of 
Michigan. 

Dr. Mark S. Schlissel is the 14th president of the University of Michigan and the first 
physician-scientist to lead the institution. Since beginning as president in July 2014, he 
has launched initiatives including Academic Innovation; Biosciences; Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion; Poverty Solutions; and Precision Health. U-M is perennially the nation’s 
top public university in research productivity and is consistently ranked as No. 1 among 
the top public universities in the nation. Nationally, he has served as member and chair 
of the Immunobiology Study Section at the National Institutes of Health and on the 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute’s Scientific Review Board. President Schlissel was 
elected to the American Society of Clinical Investigators in 1998 and the American 

Association of Physicians in 2013. 

Wanted—Glasses and Hearing Aids 
John Krienke, longtime UMRA member and longtime member of the Ann Arbor Host Lions Club, is 
continuing to collect glasses and hearing aids. Please bring any glasses or hearing aids you are no longer 
using to the UMRA meeting. We will get them to John and to the Lions Club. They are very much 
appreciated by people around the world who cannot afford these items. 
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February 10  The Economy and the Future of Finance.   ♦   Dean Michael Barr, Gerald R. Ford School of 
Public Policy  

Michael S. Barr is the Joan and Sanford Weill Dean of the Gerald R. Ford School of Public 
Policy, the Frank Murphy Collegiate Professor of Public Policy, the Roy F. and Jean 
Humphrey Proffitt Professor of Law at the University of Michigan Law School and the 
founder and Faculty Director of the University of Michigan's Center on Finance, Law and 
Policy. Barr conducts research and writes about a wide range of issues in domestic and 
international financial regulation. He has authored, co-authored and co-edited books 
including Financial Regulation: Law & Policy (2021), No Slack: The Financial Lives of Low-
Income Americans (2012), Insufficient Funds (2009), and Building Inclusive Financial 
Systems (2007). Barr was on leave during 2009 and 2010, serving in President Barack H. 

Obama's Administration as the U.S. Department of the Treasury's assistant secretary for financial institutions, 
and was a key architect of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act of 2010.  

March 10  University of Michigan Ann Arbor Campus: Past, Present and Future.   ♦   Sue Gott, University 
Planner, U-M Facilities and Operations, Architecture, Engineering and Construction Department 

This presentation will provide updates on the current and planned construction at the 
University of Michigan, as well as some of the challenges with projects over the past 
year. To learn more about the U-M Ann Arbor five-year Master Plan, FY2022, visit 
UMAA-FY22-Capital-Outlay.pdf 

Sue Gott has served as U-M’s Campus Planner for nearly 20 years. She is highly 
regarded for her focus on integrated planning, environmental stewardship, mobility 
planning, advocacy for public art and efforts to promote historic preservation. As 
Campus Planner, she is passionate about guiding master planning and development on 
U-M campuses. She oversees planning of major projects, including buildings,  

parking structures, utilities, road improvements, open spaces and plazas. Gott provides an important link with 
the City of Ann Arbor and other community partners to coordinate U-M projects with other local planning 
initiatives. A  former faculty at the Taubman College of Architecture and Urban Planning, she is a third 
generation Ann Arborite and a U-M alumna. 

April 14 Diversity, Equity & Inclusion (DEI) efforts at the University of Michigan and Beyond    ♦   Dr. 
Katrina Wade-Golden, Deputy Chief Diversity Officer, Director of Implementation, Office of 
Diversity, Equity and  Inclusion (ODEI), U-M  

This presentation will paint the picture of the importance of DEI in higher education in 
general and speak to the DEI efforts at the University of Michigan. 

Dr. Katrina Wade-Golden’s research interests are in the areas of organizational 
behavior and management, strategic planning, leadership development, change 
management, the impact of diversity and affirmative action on organizations, conflict 
resolution, stress and work-family conflict. She has published numerous articles, 
essays, monographs and reports in these areas, and has published a book (2013), The 
Chief Diversity Officer: Strategy, Structure, and Change Management (co-authored 

https://umaec.umich.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/UMAA-FY22-Capital-Outlay.pdf
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with Damon A. Williams), that chronicles the work of an ongoing research project focused on chief diversity 
officers at nearly 800 institutions across the country and is the first publication to fully explicate the role of 
chief diversity officers in higher education. She earned both a doctorate and Master of Science in Industrial/ 
Organizational (I/O) Psychology from Wayne State University, and a bachelor’s degree from the University of 
Michigan in psychology, with an emphasis in human resources and organizational development. Wade-Golden 
has consulted to a wide array of higher education, private sector and corporate institutions. 

May 12 -  TBA – A major coach in the Athletic Department has been invited.  

 
 

 
 

 
Recaps of December Presentations 
Learn & Grow 

Ben Colman shared his experience as a professional photographer and 
educator at the December 9 Learn & Grow session. The focus of his 
presentation was on tips for improving our everyday knowledge and use of the 
cameras built into our mobile phones. Content ranged from photographic 
fundamentals, such as lighting and composition to digital considerations, such 
as selecting an appropriate file format or creating a naming system for storing 
and retrieving images. Several useful online resources are cited in Ben’s notes, 
which are posted on the UMRA website > Members Only > Presentations. He’s 
also included his email address for attendees who wish to follow up with 
questions pertaining to his presentation.  

− Judy Dean 

 

 

 

Guided Tour of the Clements Library 
Have you ever wondered what goes on in the stately Clements Library? Join a guided tour and 
learn more about the Clements' early American history collections and how they are used today. 
See Benjamin West's iconic painting "Death of General Wolfe," a Revolutionary War-era trunk that 
once housed General Gage's papers, and more! Openings are still available for the February 11 and 
March 11 tours.  
 

Go to Clements Guided Tours for more information. 

https://umra.hr.umich.edu/memberlogin/?redirect_to=%2fmembers-only%2f
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07eiw9fjlb8ed34360&llr=n6w9iwdab
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2 PM Seminar Recap 

Understanding fluid dynamics — the movement of liquids and 
gases — is important to future Mars landings and life on Earth, 
including the spread of COVID-19 droplets from person to person. 

Participants at UMRA’s December 2 PM Seminar enjoyed the 
engaging presentation by U-M faculty member, Jesse Capecelatro, 
assistant professor of mechanical and aerospace engineering. 
Capecelatro shared some of the challenges of landing large 
payloads, including crewed missions, on the Martian surface. He 
described how four of six Apollo landings were hampered by sticky 
lunar soil and rocks churned up as the spacecraft approached the 

moon’s surface. Capecelatro’s mathematical modeling and high-performance computing simulations of soil 
particle flow are funded by NASA. 

In 2020, he worked with risk analysts to calculate the odds of breathing airborne COVID-19 particulates in U-M 
classrooms and lecture halls. If you missed this captivating presentation you can view it on UMRA’s website. Go 
to https://umra.hr.umich.edu/, select Members Only to log in to the presentation. 

−  Mary Jo Frank 

December’s Day Trip—A Christmas Carol 
On the chilly Wednesday morning of December 1, 
32 UMRA travelers boarded Driver Cliff’s cozy 
Bianco Tours bus for a day trip to the Meadow 
Brook Theater on Oakland University’s campus in 
Rochester, MI just north of Detroit. 

A little extra time in the schedule allowed time for a 
side trip around Oakland’s campus on our way to 
lunch at Kruse & Muirs. Our driver, Cliff, let us out 
right at the back door and we easily found our way 
to a private dining room which was well-staffed, 
ready to serve us. 

With meal choices of Pasta Primavera, Chicken 
Dijon and Parmesan Encrusted Flounder we relaxed 
and enjoyed the food, the ambiance and 
companionship. There were certainly no complaints 
about our luncheon fare. 

Then, we were on our way to the theater via a route 
that gave us a different look at the University. We 
were dropped off next to the theater so it was a 
very short walk to the lobby. 

Before the show several of the cast members, in full 
costume, sang many favorite Christmas carols. 

The performance was the 40th annual production 
of Charles Dickens 1843 A Christmas Carol, 
performed by an independent company in 
conjunction with Meadow Brook. The children’s 
roles were ably performed by local kids. This 
familiar Christmas classic, performed as a musical, 
was thoroughly enjoyed by all. The sets were 
marvelous, and the cast was rewarded with a 
standing ovation.   

https://umra.hr.umich.edu/
https://umra.hr.umich.edu/memberlogin/?redirect_to=%2fmembers-only%2f
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Although rush hour was beginning, our return was 
by way of I-75, Square Lake Road, Telegraph and US 
14 to US 23. We enjoyed the trip and were 
astounded by the improvements along Telegraph  

Road. All in all, it was another wonderful day for 
those who participated in the December UMRA 
travel group outing. 

− David Williams 

Upcoming Day Trips  
January 31, 2022 (Monday) Zehnder’s Snowfest at Frankenmuth 

For over 30 years, Zehnder's Snowfest has entertained and delighted visitors to Frankenmuth. This is a can't 
miss, winter tradition with larger-than-life snow and ice sculptures displayed throughout the community. 
Enjoy a leisurely stroll among these amazing works of art. You will be enchanted with the snow and ice 
structures created by a wide range of creative artists, from high schoolers to world class sculptors, who have 
mastered this unique medium. Lunch will be held at the famous Zehnder’s Chicken Luncheon complete with 
Grandma Zehnder’s dressing. And, of course, there will be time available to shop. 

February 18, 2022 (Friday) U-M Hockey Game  U-M vs OSU 

President Al Hermsen was able to secure 20 tickets for the UM-OSU Hockey Game scheduled on Friday, Feb. 
18 at 7:30 PM. UMRA members can purchase tickets for this game for $25.00/ticket. U-M is currently ranked 
#3 in the NCAA and OSU #17, so this should be quite a game. Tickets are on a first-come, first-served basis. 
The deadline for purchasing tickets is January 18, 2022. Tickets will be mailed to you, and you will be 
responsible for your own transportation to the game. 

April 18, 2022 (Monday) River Raisin National Battlefield Park Tour 

River Raisin National Battlefield Park preserves, commemorates, and interprets the January 1813 battles of 
Frenchtown in the War of 1812 and their aftermath in Monroe and Wayne counties in SE Michigan. The 
Battle resulted in the greatest victory for Tecumseh’s American Indian confederation and the greatest 
defeat for the U.S in the War of 1812. The resulting rally cry “Remember the Raisin” spurred support for the 
rest of the war. This is the closest National Park site to Ann Arbor. We will visit the newly remodeled visitor 
center and tour this historic battlefield. 

May 17, 2022 (Tuesday) – Midland, Michigan 

This tour includes the Alden B. Dow Home & Studio Tour, an imaginative blend of the natural environment 
and surrounding pond. The structure leads you to question, peek around corners and travel on unknown 
paths. It draws you into rooms of diverging angles, soaring roof lines, brilliant colors, abundant natural light 
and geometric patterns. A dream, love of community and passion for food and people are the key 
ingredients for the inspiration behind your lunch at The Creek Grill followed by a stroll through the Dow 
Gardens, a dazzling 110-acre display of annuals and perennials and many delightful structures. Finally, we’ll 
explore the Whiting Forest Canopy Walk, a 1,400 feet long walk, 40 feet above the ground. The three arms 
of the canopy walk, each ending at a unique viewing platform, are not to be missed. 

June 7, 2022 (Tuesday) – Put-in-Bay on South Bass Island 

Ferry to Island and Island Tour – You will arrive on the island via ferry, then sit back, unwind and enjoy a 
narrated historical journey around the island aboard the Tour Train. Relax with soothing music as butterflies 
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flutter around you at the Butterfly House at Perry’s Cave. This 4000 sq. ft aviary is home to over 500 
different types of exotic butterflies from all over the world. Your Lunch Voucher allows you to select one of 
several eateries—Pasquale’s, Boardwalk, Chicken Patio, Hooligan’s, Mossbacks or the Keys. After lunch we 
will visit Perry’s International Peace Memorial (Visitor Center). The memorial recognizes Commodore Oliver 
Hazard Perry and those who fought in the Battle of Lake Erie, during the War of 1812. A musket 
demonstration will take place while we are at the monument! Our final stop will be the Put-In-Bay Winery 
at Doller House Tour. You will learn the importance of Valentine Doller’s ice business as you enjoy various 
wines and tour this historic estate. 

 ♦ ♦ ♦ 

The Travel Committee is working on other outings for 2022. Watch for details in upcoming issues of UMRA News 
or visit the website to see what’s new. New trips will be posted as soon as details have been confirmed.  

UMRA Reads—January’s Book 
On January 26, UMRA Reads will kick off 2022 with Nobel Prize winning author Kazuo 
Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go. This 2005 dystopian science fiction novel is set in Hailsham, a 
seemingly pleasant English boarding school, far from the influences of the city. Its students 
are well tended and supported, trained in art and literature, and become just the sort of 
people the world wants them to be. The Hailsham teachers constantly remind their charges 
of how special they are. But, curiously, they are taught nothing of the outside world and are 
allowed little contact with it. 

Years later, former students Kathy, Ruth and Tommy meet again, and for the first time, 
begin to take a look back at their shared past and come to understand just what it is that 

makes them special—and how that will shape the rest of their time together. Never Let Me Go is a suspenseful, 
moving and beautifully atmospheric story. In exploring the themes of memory and the impact of the past, 
Ishiguro takes on the idea of a possible future to create his most moving and powerful book to date. 

UMRA Reads—December’s Recap  
In December the UMRA Readers met on Zoom to discuss the award-winning book, “How 
the Word is Passed: A Reckoning with the History of Slavery Across America” by Clint Smith 
III. The author weaves a compelling history of slavery and racial injustice in America past to 
present through visits to his hometown of New Orleans, Monticello Plantation, Whitney 
Plantation, Angola Maximum Security Prison, Blandford Cemetery, New York City, Galveston 
Island, and finally, Goree Island in Senegal. The group recognized the author’s unique way 
of presenting each location, incorporating the history as well as his first-hand account of the 
visits where he talked with many people, fellow visitors as well as those acting as 
docent/tour guides, often asking them respectful yet thought-provoking questions. 

See flyers attached to the newsletter or visit the UMRA website for details and registration 
information. On the homepage, scroll down to Upcoming Events to see all of the trips on the h. 
Please contact Carol Williams, cwms@umich.edu, if you have questions. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oliver_Hazard_Perry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oliver_Hazard_Perry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kazuo_Ishiguro
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kazuo_Ishiguro
https://umra.hr.umich.edu/
mailto:cwms@umich.edu
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Readers’ reactions to the book ranged from extremely positive to positive. All felt they had learned something 
they never knew before, such as New York City being key in the slave trade; some of the racist beliefs of 
Abraham Lincoln; Galveston Island’s role in proclaiming the end of slavery; widespread perceptions, still held by 
many, of the reason for the Civil War, and much more. Several readers had personally travelled to one or more 
of the sites presented in the book or other, perhaps lesser known, sites related to slavery in the United States. 
Noting that the author is also a poet, all agreed that this powerful book was written in a very eloquent way that 
was both engaging and interesting. 

− Stephanie Minerath 

 

UMRA Walks 
UMRA’s walking group rang out 2021 under blue 
skies and cheerful camaraderie while exploring the 
Border-to-Border Trail in Dexter on December 10.  

It was the third-month anniversary of this newest 
UMRA Interest Group. Yet trailside onlookers might 
have concluded we were a reunion of 17 old 
friends! Nothing makes a walk go faster than good 
company that is inclusive, flexible and diverse. In 
fact, with each monthly UMRA Walks outing, new 
members have blended right into an evolving core 

of “regulars.” With this collective enthusiasm and 
connection there is plenty of room for more 
members to join and walk with us in 2022. 

 

Looking ahead.  

• Friday, January 28 at 10:00 AM, UMRA Walks has accepted an invitation to walk the indoor track of the 
North Campus Recreation Building (NCRB) and tour this beautiful, new facility. For those who 
participated in October’s UMRA meeting, you might recall the engaging slide presentation by Mike 
Widen and his photographs of this stellar complex.  

• Details of this visit are still in the works. When confirmed, the information regarding the NCRB walk will 
be shared with UMRA members who are on UMRA’s Walking Group email list.  

How to join UMRA Walking Group  

If you would like to be included in the UMRA Walks email group, please contact Sarah Ely at sarahely@umich.edu 
with UMRA Walks in the subject line of your message. Sarah will be in touch with you. 

− Sarah Ely  

Want to Join UMRA Reads? 

UMRA Reads meets the fourth Wednesday of each month from 3-5 PM via Zoom. We read a  
different genre each month. A complete list of meeting dates, monthly selections and recaps of books 
we’ve read can be found on the UMRA website, Interest Groups. New members are welcome. 
Contact Sharon Grayden, grayden@umich.edu if you would like to join the group. 

mailto:sarahely@umich.edu
https://umra.hr.umich.edu/interest-groups/
mailto:grayden@umich.edu
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Introducing Your UMRA Member Directory 
As our UMRA tagline reminds us … an important 
benefit of your UMRA membership is to Get 
Connected. Stay Connected. Feel Connected. 
UMRA’s Member Directory is an essential 
connection point. 

For years, the only way our members could connect 
with one another was at in-person monthly 
meetings and local day trips. As nice as Weber’s is, 
as prominent as our speakers are, and as often as 
our trips visit wonderful places, each event can only 
accommodate a small number of members. Our 
Dearborn, Flint and out-of-state members were 
often left out.  

With the upgrades to the website and the addition 
of the UMRA Member Directory, members across 
the world can easily connect or reconnect. You can 
find a person you’ve lost touch with, connect with 
someone who has a common interest, join a special 
interest group to share a hobby or pastime.  

Fill out your personal bio and let people know about 
yourself, where you worked, what you did and what 
you are doing now. Any way you look at it, the 
Directory is a great member resource. 

A frequent question members ask is, “Is my 
information safe?” Our website protects your 
personal data behind a password-protected and 
exclusive Members-Only section. Our Member 
Directory is set up to only show your name. You can 
choose to add a profile picture or a searchable bio. 
None of your more personal information, like, 
phone, address or email is EVER made public. 

Let’s look at a few components of the directory.  

Searching for your colleagues is very flexible. You 
can always search by a name, either the full name  

or bits and pieces of a name. You can enter a partial 
name, e.g., Peter V, or Venk, or Venkman or the full 
name, Peter Venkman.  

You can also search by department or job title. 
Maybe you want to find colleagues from the Ross 
School of Business or every professor from the 
Chemistry department or all members who are 
nurses. If your friend’s name is common, you can be 
more specific and search for Venkman and check 
the box for the state of New York (NY). Your search 
results will yield people named Venkman who live in 
New York. You can do a similar search for your 
friend who was on the Flint or Dearborn campus.  
You might want to find retirees who live in your state 
or country. In that case, leave the search field blank 
and only check the box for Maine or Hong Kong. 
You get the idea. Search is very flexible. Keep in mind 
that departments and titles are entered by 
members, so there will be some inconsistency. 
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The Results of your search look similar to Peter 
Venkman. If a photo has been added you will see it 
in the listing. Retirees most commonly provide their 
former U-M department and the last title held. This 
information can also be added/edited from your 
Profile page. In this case, there are symbols 
associated with each directory entry that let you 
know whether that member included a more 
detailed bio or photo. There is no need to click 
when there are no details provided. 

For your protection, the ability to Contact members 
is limited. Your address, phone and email are never 
exposed. If you wish to contact another member, 
click on the Send a Message link and a simple web 
form will appear addressed to that person’s name. 
You provide your email address and compose your 
message. It is up to the member you are attempting 
to contact to reply or not. The recipient’s email is 
never displayed. 

The most important piece of the Directory is the 
information you provide. 

 

If you wish to enter or update your information, go 
to your Profile page. It is your choice to include a 
directory entry or not.  

Your bio that shows up in the directory is also 
controlled from your Profile. If you have not done 
so, please consider adding information about 
yourself: full employment history, hobbies and 
interests. Let other members know about you. 

The screen below shows you where to enter or edit 
your About Me information in your Profile To 
display the text box so you can enter your bio 
information, click on the Edit link to the right of 
UMRA Member Directory.  

Scroll down the page to the Additional Information 
section to update or add your Title and 
Department/Unit.  

If you prefer, send your information to 
umra@umich.edu and we’ll enter it for you. 

 −Ed Adams, Digital Media Advisor 

 

mailto:umra@umich.edu
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UMRA extends a warm welcome to our newest members and the spouses/partners of U-M retirees. 
Congratulations on your retirement from the University of Michigan! We hope you find camaraderie and 
friendship as a member of UMRA. 

 
Note: This list includes new members processed between October 20 and December 8, 2021. Many more new 
members are still being processed and will be recognized in the future. If you see "Unknown" in the 
Department/Unit category adjacent to your name, this means we do not have that data for you. Please go to 
your Profile in the Members Only section of the website to update your profile information or send an email to 
umra@umich.edu. This list does not include many retirees who rejoined after a year or more absence. 

 
Name Date Retired Department/Unit 
Jackie Creager 10/20/2021 Spouse 
William Kopinski 10/20/2021 Unknown 
Philippe Sammour 10/20/2021 U of M Medical Group 
Susan Sammour 10/20/2021 Spouse 
Sylvia Kay 10/21/2021 Unknown 
Pierre Lavalard 10/25/2021 Office of CME, Towsley Center 
Lucy Hallock 10/25/2021 Anesthesia 
Bill Hallock 10/25/2021 Spouse 
Patricia Quattro 10/27/2021 EHS / RSS 
Kenneth Quattro 10/27/2021 Spouse 
Linda Burger 11/2/2021 Romance Languages and Literatures 
Paul Burger 11/2/2021 Spouse 
Philip Shaughnessy 11/8/2021 AEC 
Michael Gaubatz 11/9/2021 Unknown 
Katie Oppenheim 11/11/2021 Ambulatory Care/Women’s Hospital 
Patricia Peyser 11/12/2021 Epidemiology 
Karen Hale 11/14/2021 Spouse 
Leigh Robertson 11/14/2021 School of Social Work 
Margaret Woodbury 11/17/2021 Unknown 
David Woodbury 11/17/2021 Spouse 
Kay Clifford 11/17/2021 Unknown 
Judy Fry 11/17/2021 Unknown 
Judith Eberline 11/17/2021 Unknown 
Leslie Quint 11/17/2021 Radiology 
Douglas Quint 11/17/2021 Radiology 
Barbara Torretti 11/17/2021 Internal Medicine 
David Friedo 11/17/2021 Student Publications 
Beverly Davenport 11/17/2021 Unknown 
David Winter 12/3/2021 Mathematics 
Michele Weipert-Winter 12/3/2021 Spouse 
   

Welcome New Members 

mailto:umra@umich.edu
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Name Date Retired Department/Unit 
Diane Vandervest 12/6/2021 CVICU 
Beverley Taylor-Glaza 12/6/2021 Unknown 
Wendy Woods 12/8/2021 MCSP 
Ronald Woods 12/8/2021 Spouse 

UMRA Officers and Board of Directors
Terms Ending in 2022 Terms Ending in 2023 Terms Ending in 2024 

Jim Bell, Past President,  
Representative, MHealthy 
Committee 
jimbell@umich.edu 

Tom Butts 
tombutts@umich.edu 

Nancy Firestone 
nancyf@umich.edu 

Sharon Grayden, UMRA News 
Editor 
grayden@umich.edu 

Jim Randolph, Secretary 
nihjim@umich.edu 

Al Hermsen, President 
ahermsen@umich.edu 

Mike Kalasinski 
mikekal@umich.edu 

Duane Kirking 
dkirking@umich.edu 

Esrold Nurse 
eanurse@umich.edu 

Rodger Wolf, Treasurer 
rawolf@umich.edu 

Ed Adams, Digital Media Advisor 
edadams@umich.edu 

Vi Barkauskas, Representative, 
Committee on the Economic 
Status and Welfare of the Faculty 
(CESWF) 
vhbarkas@umich.edu 

Patricia M. Butler 
patbutler9@gmail.com 

Katherine Kurtz, Vice President 
kkurtz100@gmail.com  

Open Board Position 
(Applicants Welcome) 

Paid Temporary Openings at School of Dentistry

The newly remodeled U-M School of Dentistry has several part-time, temporary openings in Patient Services areas. 
Volunteers are needed in guest services and front desk reception. Retired dental assistants are also needed 

This is an exciting opportunity to work for the #1 ranked dental school in the country. Their mission is to provide 
outstanding patient care to the general public and advance health through education, service, research, and discovery. 
Please note: All openings are on-site. Some positions require wearing personal protective equipment (PPE). If 
interested, please contact HR Business Partner Shante Galloway at slgy@umich.edu.  

For a glimpse into our new clinics, please visit https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pl9ON9q8VjY. 

mailto:jimbell@umich.edu
mailto:tombutts@umich.edu
mailto:nancyf@umich.edu
mailto:grayden@umich.edu
mailto:nihjim@umich.edu
mailto:ahermsen@umich.edu
mailto:mikekal@umich.edu
mailto:dkirking@umich.edu
mailto:eanurse@umich.edu
mailto:rawolf@umich.edu
mailto:edadams@umich.edu
mailto:vhbarkas@umich.edu
mailto:patbutler9@gmail.com
mailto:kkurtz100@gmail.com
mailto:slgy@umich.edu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pl9ON9q8VjY
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December Photo Gallery 
December 1 Day Trip—A Christmas Carol @ Meadow Brook Theater 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos by Carol Williams  
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UMRA Walks—December Outing, Dec. 10, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Photos by Al Hermsen & Sarah Ely  
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UMRA Monthly Meeting @ Webers--December 9,2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Photos by Mary Jo Frank & Vi Barkauskus 
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Thank You UMRA Sponsors 
U-M Retirees Association developed a community sponsorship program to broaden our base of support and 
expand programming capabilities. UMRA is grateful to our sponsors for their loyalty and support. Many of 
our sponsors attend our monthly meetings at Weber’s and provide literature at their sponsor table. We are 
pleased to provide you with contact information and a brief description of their organization and services.  

Area Agency on Aging 1-B – Kathleen Yanik 
29100 Northwestern Highway, Suite 400, Southfield, MI 48034 
(248) 320-1144   aaa1b.org 
Helping seniors, adults with disabilities and their families in southeast Michigan. Call us at 1-800-852-7795. 
 
Bank of Ann Arbor – Lucas Domitrovich 
125 S. Fifth Ave., Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
(734) 662-1600   BankofAnnArbor.com 
Ann Arbor’s leading community bank offering all banking services including trust and wealth management. 
 
Brookhaven Manor – Dolores DeTavernier 
401 Oakbrook Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48103 
(734) 747-8800   BrookhavenManorApartments.com 
Brookhaven Manor is a senior independent community with spacious one- or two-bedroom 
apartments where you will find neighbors enjoying a relaxed, yet active lifestyle. You will enjoy a host of 
services and amenities designed to enrich your life. 
 
Collier Financial – Caleb Collier 
315 E. Eisenhower Pkwy Suite 303, Ann Arbor, MI 48108 
(734) 389-7575   collierfinancial.com 
Since 1990, Collier Financial has helped thousands of families in the Midwest to and through confident 
retirements. As independent advisors with the fiduciary standard, we design and implement customized 
retirement and investment solutions that put our clients’ interests first. 
 
Comfort Keepers of Ann Arbor – Bryan Dunn 
7910 Ann Arbor Street, Suite 2, Dexter, MI 48130 
(734) 418-9186   annarbor.comfortkeepers.com 
Comfort Keepers of Ann Arbor provides best-in-class in-home assisted living services for seniors and other 
adults in need of assistance. Our dedicated and trained caregivers help maintain independence and quality of 
life so loved ones can continue living safely at home. 
 
EHM Senior Solutions – Nicole Boyer 
400 West Russell Street, Saline, MI 48176 
(734) 679-0533   EHMSolutions.org 
At EHM Senior Solutions, our core purpose, as a faith-based organization, is to provide quality care with 
compassion to our residents and clients we serve. 
 
Fidelity Investments – Peggy-Sue McNier  
500 E. Eisenhower Pkwy, Suite 200, Ann Arbor, MI 48108 
(734) 662-2113 x 78265   fidelity.com 
Whatever your destination, Fidelity has the people and the tools to help you grow and protect your wealth. 

http://www.aaa1b.org/
http://www.bankofannarbor.com/
http://www.brookhavenmanorapartments.com/
http://www.collierfinancial.com/
http://www.annarbor.comfortkeepers.com/
http://www.ehmsolutions.org/
http://www.fidelity.com/
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Legacy Law Center – Terrence A. Bertram  
2950 South State Street, Suite 300, Ann Arbor, MI 48104  
(734) 995-2383   elderlawannarbor.com 
Legacy Law Center, advisers for your life planning needs, estate planning, elder law, and probate. 
 
Provizr – David Fransko, Alan Brilliant and Cassandra Malmquist 
777 E. Eisenhower Pkwy, Suite 742, Ann Arbor, MI 48108 
(734) 864-4500   provizr.com  
With so many investment choices available, University employees are confused about which investments to 
choose. Provizr provides hands-on professional management of your university retirement account so you 
can end confusion, have confidence in your portfolio, and know you have a solid plan for the future. 
 
Real Estate One Personal Perks – Danielle Dorsch 
25800 Northwestern Highway, Southfield, MI 48075 
(248) 208-2968   personalperks.net 
Personal Perks is an innovative real estate benefit program. This exclusive program provides cash rebates 
based on the sale or purchase price of a home if you go through Danielle before selecting a realtor to 
represent you. Real Estate One is the largest broker in Michigan servicing all of Wayne, Oakland, Washtenaw, 
Livingston, Macomb and Northern Michigan counties. 
 
Retirement Income Solutions – Megan Flynn & Evan LeRoy  
2301 Platt Road, Suite 300, Ann Arbor, MI 48104  
(734) 769-7727 risadvisory.com  
Retirement Income Solutions is a locally-owned and independent financial advisory firm that specializes in 
the active management of TIAA and Fidelity accounts, along with other assets. 
  
Silver Maples Retirement Neighborhood – Christina Kim & Suzy Stacey 
100 Silver Maples Drive, Chelsea, MI 48118 
(734) 475-4111 silvermaples.org 
Silver Maples of Chelsea is a senior living neighborhood that offers independent living, assisted living and 
short term respite stays. 
 
StoryPoint – Lisa Cervi & Catherine Mitchell  
6230 S. State Street, Saline, MI 48176  
(734) 944-6600 StoryPoint.com  
StoryPoint is a senior residential living community offering the latest in independent living, enhanced living, 
assisted living and memory care. 
 
TIAA – Eric Roberts & Evan Ho 
777 East Eisenhower Parkway, Suite 100, Ann Arbor, MI 48108 
(866) 842-2949  TIAA Ann Arbor 
 
University of Michigan Credit Union – Julie Wigley 
340 E. Huron Street, Suite 100, Ann Arbor, MI 48104-1909 
(734) 662-8200   www.umcu.org 
UMCU is a member owned, not-for-profit cooperative serving the financial needs of its members and the 
community. 
 

http://www.elderlawannarbor.com/
http://www.provizr.com/
http://www.personalperks.net/
http://www.risadvisory.com/
https://silvermaples.org/
http://www.storypoint.com/
https://locations.tiaa.org/mi/ann-arbor/777-east-eisenhower-parkway
http://www.umcu.org/
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Contact Information 
Wolverine Tower is closed indefinitely due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

If you need to communicate with UMRA, please send an email to umra@umich.edu. 
 

UMRA Office – 2005 Wolverine Tower, 3003 S. State Street, Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1281 
(Wolverine Tower Building is at the southeast intersection of E. Eisenhower Pkwy. and S. State St.)  

Missing an UMRA newsletter issue? Go to: https://umra.hr.umich.edu.  
Have a question? Email:  umra@umich.edu or give us a call at 734-763-2387. 

 
 
 
 

Get Connected. Stay Connected. Feel Connected. 

 

UMRA’s Website. Check out the Members-Only Section 
The Members-Only section of the UMRA website is a great resource with a variety of useful 
information. This is where you will find links to: 

• Your Profile, where you can update your personal information, add a personal bio and 
review your membership dues status.  

• The Member Directory, where you can search for colleagues or find members with similar 
backgrounds, hobbies and interests. 

• Presentations, where you can go to and view videos of past member meeting 
presentations. 

• Documents and Budgets, where you will find a collection of confidential documents, 
including annual reports, budgets, and surveys. 

• Photo Galleries, where you will find photo of day trips, meetings and outing. You might 
even find a picture of yourself. 

• Senate Assembly reports, where the reports submitted by our representative to the 
Senate Assembly are stored. These reports summarize the discussions and actions of this 
important U-M body. 

• MHealthy reports, where reports submitted by our representative to this committee are 
stored. UMRA has a representative on the MHealthy Advisory Committee (MHAC) to 
ensure the needs and contributions of retirees are included in the committee activities. 

 

mailto:umra@umich.edu
https://umra.hr.umich.edu/
mailto:umra@umich.edu
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