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Greetings from UMRA. In this newsletter you’ll find: 
 

• President Schlissel’s Leadership Address 
• President’s Report  
• Homecoming Fun! 
• Upcoming Learn & Grow Programs 
• Upcoming Monthly Seminars  
• Contact Information 
• UMRA Walkers—New Special Interest Group 
• October 14 Learn & Grow Recap 
• October 14 Annual Meeting Recap 
• October 14 Benefits Update 
• Volunteer Opportunities 

 

• The Underground Railroad Tour 
• Magnificent Mid-Michigan Tour 
• Upcoming Day Trips 
• UMRA Reads –November Book  
• Good Things Happen … 
• Officers and Board of Directors  
• Welcome New Members 
• Vaccinations and Masks 
• Zoom On In… 
• Thank You UMRA Sponsors 
• Who Are Those Masked Men…Women? 
   

 

President Schlissel’s Leadership Address 

On October 7 President Schlissel held his annual 
leadership meeting at U-M’s Ross School of the 
Business. UMRA was pleased that our president, Al 
Hermsen, was invited to this 
gathering. Being included in this 
esteemed group demonstrates the 
excellent connection UMRA has 
with the Office of the President. 

The meeting started with President 
Schlissel’s announcement that he 
will resign as U-M President in 2023 
and return to teaching and the 
research that he loves so much.  

Schlissel reviewed some of the 
things he has championed. Of note  
was the success of the Go Blue 
Guarantee that allows many in-
state undergraduate students, whose family income 
falls below Michigan’s median income level, to 
attend U-M tuition free.  

He mentioned the Poverty Solutions and Academic 
Innovations programs, the importance of the arts in  
education, and expanding diversity on all campuses. 

His commitment to Carbon 
Neutrality to combat climate makes 
U-M a leader in this arena. He also 
discussed some of the challenges 
we have faced during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Schlissel said while U-M will 
continue to lead the efforts for 
virtual and blended learning to 
allow more people access to higher 
education, U-M will always have a 
strong place-based focus.  

Now in his seventh year, it seems 
like only yesterday that President 

Schlissel addressed the UMRA membership during 
his first year as president. He is scheduled to speak 
to our membership on January 13, 2022. 
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President’s Report 

Fall is here and the leaves are finally changing colors. It’s a beautiful time of year and 
was great to have temperatures in the 70s for our second in-person meeting at 
Weber’s on October 14. We were thrilled with the success of our first hybrid 
meeting, offering both in-person and live-streaming options. It is great that members 
who cannot attend in-person can now join us from wherever they are. The sessions 
were also recorded, so if you didn’t have time to join us on October 14, you can still 
watch both presentations and our annual business meeting on the UMRA website.  

The October meeting turnout was just great with more than 65 people with us in 
person at Weber’s and 115 online participants. We encourage only those members 

who are fully vaccinated to attend in person and to wear a mask. Safety is a priority, so seating was spaced for 
social distancing and servers were hired to distribute the snacks.  

The annual business meeting included reports from the officers and election of UMRA Board members for the 
coming year. A comprehensive report of the 2020-2021 UMRA initiatives, all the committee reports, and the 
full text of the President’s message can be found on the UMRA website. Login to Members-Only. Select  
Documents and Budgets and then Annual Report 2021. If you are  interested in joining any of the committees, 
they could certainly use your assistance. Just contact the committee chair. 

Representatives from the University’s Human Resource Department provided us with a summary of the 
changes in our retiree benefits package and answered lots of questions. Our Learn & Grow speaker, the 
Director of Recreational Sports provided us with a detailed report on all aspects of recreational sports available 
to students, faculty, staff and retirees. We hope to establish a greater connection with his department as we 
work to stay active and healthy. 

Ed Adams continues to improve and add items to our website. It now includes pictures from our events and 
pop-up information on the main page to keep us better informed of current issues. I encourage you to check 
out the website on a monthly basis.  

Our Travel Program is off to a great start this year, with three great trips already completed. I was able to join 
the Day in D trip and it was very informative and a lot of fun on such a beautiful day. We had a great lunch at 
what I still call Roma Café, one of my favorite restaurants in Detroit. 

UMRA Walkers, our second SIG (special interest group) launched on October 22 with a walk on the Border-2-
Border path near Gallup Park. Look for the UMRA Walkers announcement in this newsletter. If you have a 
hobby or special interest that you would like to organize, please contact UMRA@umich.edu. 

UMRA recently joined the Association of Retiree Organizations in Higher Education. I attended their virtual 
conference in October and gathered a lot of good ideas for further improving our organization. You will hear 
more about these over the next year. 

 

 

https://umra.hr.umich.edu/memberlogin/?redirect_to=/members-only/
mailto:UMRA@umich.edu
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(President’s Report Cont.) 
 
Growing our membership is a priority this year. We want to have even more members participate in our 
activities. The best way to do this is to invite a friend or colleague you worked with, who is now retired, to join 
UMRA. Please try to do this. 

The Corny joke of the month comes from Sharon Grayden in Key West, FL: What do you call a famous sea 
turtle?  A shell-ebrity. If you have a joke you would like to submit, please send them to me. 

--Al Hermsen, UMRA President 

 

Homecoming Fun! 
UMRA member, Joyce Kerestes, took advantage of the UMRA Football 
ticket offer and purchased tickets for a special Homecoming outing with 
her grandson. She and her grandson, Waylon Salenbien, age 7, had a 
great time; football outing made extra special by the Michigan victory, 
20-13, over Rutgers.  

UMRA is grateful to the U-M Alumni Association for their assistance 
securing a block of tickets for our members.  
 

 

 
Upcoming Learn & Grow Programs 
In-person monthly seminars are held at Weber’s, 3050 Jackson Ave, Ann Arbor and run from noon to 1:00 PM 
Eastern time. Programs are also livestreamed via Zoom. A Zoom link is emailed out each month with the 
meeting reminders. 
 
If you are unable to join the live sessions, recordings of Learn & Grow sessions are posted to the Members Only 
section of the UMRA website. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

November 11  The Joy of Carving:  Carving Caricatures for 50 Years. Presented by Floyd Rhadigan, 
Caricature Carvers of America. There are only 25 carvers selected to be in this prestigious 
organization. Floyd lives in Saline, Michigan.  

 
December 9 Compose, Create, Share:  Photo Tips for Everyone. Presented by Ben Colman, MFA 

Photography, Cranbrook Academy of Art, currently Adjunct Faculty, Washtenaw and Lansing 
Community Colleges. Photography professional and educator. With phone cameras at our 
fingertips, we are taking more photos than ever. But are we creating better images, or just 
more of them? Ben will offer some guidance on how to help us improve the quality of our 
photos through fundamentals such as composition, lighting and editing, and also explore 
some of the basic tools available on our phone for improving and sharing our work. 
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Upcoming Monthly Seminars  

In-person monthly seminars are held at Weber’s, 3050 Jackson Ave, Ann Arbor and run from 1:45 to 3:30 PM 
Eastern time. Programs are also livestreamed via Zoom. A Zoom link is emailed out each month with the 
meeting reminders. 
 
If you are unable to join the live sessions, recordings of Learn & Grow sessions are posted to the Members Only 
section of the UMRA website. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
 

November 11  The Recent History and Future Implications of White Nationalism 
 in the US. ♦   Dr. Alexandra Minna Stern, Associate Dean LSA 

Alexandra Minna Stern, Ph.D., is the Carroll Smith-Rosenberg Collegiate Professor 
of History, American Culture and Women's and Gender Studies and associate 
dean for the Humanities, Office of the LSA Dean, University of Michigan. Her 
fields of study are health and society, reproductive politics, genetics and social 
justice. She directs the Sterilization and Social Justice Lab at U-M. Her latest book, 
Proud Boys and the White Ethnostate (2019), applies the lenses of historical 
analysis, feminist studies, and critical race studies to deconstructing the core 
ideas of the alt-right and white nationalism. Stern undertakes a deep dive into 
the genealogy of the alt-right, unearthing its forerunners and ideological 
touchstones, and mapping the current contours of the movement by 

reconstructing its guiding concepts: reactionary notions of temporality, ethnocentric ideas of place and space, 
implacable biological essentialism, nationalism, and misogyny. 
 
 
December 9  Sticking the Landing: Challenges in Landing Spacecrafts on Other Planets.  ♦   Dr. Jesse 

Capecelatro, College of Engineering 

Jesse Capecelatro, Ph.D., is an Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Mechanical Engineering at the University of Michigan. His research group 
develops numerical methods and data-driven approaches for the prediction and 
optimization of “messy turbulent flows” relevant to energy and the environment 
(often multi-phase and reacting). Over the last year his research focus has been 
on disease transmission of COVID-19 and plume-surface interactions related to 
planetary and lunar landing. Prior to joining Michigan in 2016, Capecelatro was a 
research scientist at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. He received a 
B.S. from SUNY Binghamton in 2009, an M.S. from the University of Colorado 

Boulder in 2011, and a Ph.D. from Cornell in 2014. Outside of the lab, he enjoys raising chickens with his wife 
and 3 kids, rock climbing, and dancing Argentine tango. 
 
 
 

Upcoming Monthly Seminars continued on the next page. 
 

http://www.beacon.org/Proud-Boys-and-the-White-Ethnostate-P1470.aspx
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January 15 Updates on the University of Michigan.  ♦   Dr. Mark S. Schlissel, President, University of 

Michigan 

Dr. Mark S. Schlissel is the 14th president of the University of Michigan and the 
first physician-scientist to lead the institution. Since beginning as president in 
July 2014, he has launched initiatives including Academic Innovation; 
Biosciences; Diversity, Equity and Inclusion; Poverty Solutions; and Precision 
Health. U-M is perennially the nation’s top public university in research 
productivity and is consistently ranked as No. 1 among the top public 
universities in the nation. Nationally, he has served as member and chair of the 
Immunobiology Study Section at the National Institutes of Health and on the 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute’s Scientific Review Board. President Schlissel 
was elected to the American Society of Clinical Investigators in 1998 and the 
American Association of Physicians in 2013. 

 
 
February 10  The Economy and the Future of Finance.   ♦   Dean Michael Barr, Gerald R. Ford School of 

Public Policy  

Michael S. Barr is the Joan and Sanford Weill Dean of the Gerald R. Ford School 
of Public Policy, the Frank Murphy Collegiate Professor of Public Policy, the Roy 
F. and Jean Humphrey Proffitt Professor of Law at the University of Michigan 
Law School, and the founder and Faculty Director of the University of 
Michigan's Center on Finance, Law, and Policy. Professor Barr conducts 
research and writes about a wide range of issues in domestic and international 
financial regulation. His books include Financial Regulation: Law & Policy 
(Foundation Press 2016, 2d Ed. 2018, 3rd Ed. 2021 with Howell Jackson and 
Margaret Tahyar), No Slack: The Financial Lives of Low-Income Americans 
(Brookings Press, 2012), Insufficient Funds (Russell Sage, 2009, co-edited with 
Rebecca Blank), and Building Inclusive Financial Systems (Brookings Press, 2007, 
co-edited with Anjali Kumar and Robert Litan). Professor Barr was on leave 

during 2009 and 2010, serving in President Barack H. Obama's Administration as the U.S. Department of the 
Treasury's assistant secretary for financial institutions, and was a key architect of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street 
Reform and Consumer Protection Act of 2010.  

 
Upcoming Monthly Seminars continued on the next page. 

 
Contact Information 

Wolverine Tower is closed indefinitely due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
If you need to communicate with UMRA, please send an email to umra@umich.edu. 

 
UMRA Office – 2005 Wolverine Tower, 3003 S. State Street, Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1281 

(Wolverine Tower is located at the SE intersection of E. Eisenhower Pkwy. and S. State St.) 
Missing an issue of UMRA News? All issues of UMRA News can be accessed on the UMRA website. 

https://umra.hr.umich.edu. Office phone: 734-763-2387  

mailto:umra@umich.edu
https://umra.hr.umich.edu/
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March 10  University of Michigan Ann Arbor Campus: Past, Present and Future.   ♦   Sue Gott, University 
Planner, U-M Facilities and Operations, Architecture, Engineering and Construction Department 

Sue Gott has served as the University of Michigan’s Campus Planner for nearly 
20 years. She is highly regarded for her focus on integrated planning, 
environmental stewardship, mobility planning, advocacy for public art and 
efforts to promote historic preservation. As Campus Planner, she is quite 
passionate about guiding master planning and development of the U-M 
campuses. She oversees planning of major projects, including buildings, parking 
structures, utilities, road improvements, open spaces and plazas. Gott also 
provides an important link with the City of Ann Arbor and other community 
partners to coordinate U-M projects with other local planning initiatives. A  
former faculty at the Taubman College of Architecture and Urban Planning, she 
is a third generation Ann Arborite and a U-M alumna. 

The five-year Master Plan, University of Michigan-Ann Arbor FY2022 UMAA-FY22-Capital-Outlay.pdf 

 

UMRA Walkers—New Special Interest Group 
UMRA Walkers, a new special interest group, is taking 
shape. Our first walk on October 22 was a great outing. Two 
more walks are planned in 2021. If you are interested in 
joining the walkers and want to get on the email list, 
contact Sarah Ely:  sarahely@umich.edu. Stay tuned for 
what is ahead in 2022! 

Walkers will convene on the following Fridays at 10:00 AM. 

• November 12, 2021 (Parker Mill County Park to the Matthaei Botanical Gardens) 
• December 10, 2021 (Location to be announced) 

Locations will be within a 10-mile radius of U-M Ann Arbor Central Campus, e.g., Dexter or Saline, accessible for 
everyone, “at-your-own pace” and along paved pathways. You are welcome to bring a guest if you like – friend, 
neighbor, or grandchild. 

Please arrive at the location by 10:00 AM. This enables walkers to collectively organize, view the morning’s 
walking direction and head out together. Each event will provide an informal opportunity to get to know other 
walkers. There is sure to be someone sharing your pace, no matter how fast or slow. 

Plan on walking 30-40 minutes in one direction, then turning around to complete the walk within the same 
amount time. This makes it easy to stay together regardless of pace and return to our cars together. For those 
who can stay after the walk, we’ll chat briefly about the next month. It is even possible that small groups will 
spin off for coffee or lunch to nearby locations.  

Looking ahead to 2022,  plans for UMRA Walkers will be shaped by participants.  

HOW TO JOIN!  Please contact Sarah Ely as follows:  Email: sarahely@umich.edu 
 Subject line includes: UMRA Walkers 

https://umaec.umich.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/UMAA-FY22-Capital-Outlay.pdf
mailto:sarahely@umich.edu
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October 14 Learn & Grow Recap 

Professor Charles Koopman, UMRA’s representative on the advisory 
committee for recreational sports (rec sports) and an ardent supporter of 
the efforts to grow the rec sports programs and improve the facilities, 
introduced Mike Widen, director of U-M Recreational Sports.  

Widen is in his ninth year as director of rec sports. He oversees 35 full-time 
employees and over 700 student employees. He shared the philosophy his 
team uses to improve programs and facilities, and he described all of the 
many programs offered to students, faculty and retirees. He also presented 
pictures (see the full presentation on the UMRA website) of the spectacular 
renovation of the Intramural Sports Building and the North Campus 
Recreation Center. Renovation of the Central Campus Recreation Center (CCRB) was put on hold because of 
COVID-19. CCRB is back on track and planning is underway and the renderings he shared of the new CCRB 
revealed a fantastic, modern facility. 

Even with the renovations and beautiful spaces for fitness, sports, and just “hanging-out,” Michigan ranks near 
the bottom of the Big Ten in providing recreational space for students, faculty and retirees. 

Widen furnished information on how retirees can become members and take advantage of group and 
individualized programs in all of the facilities. He did, however, encourage the use of the North Campus Rec. 
Building because parking is more available than at the Intramural Sports Building on Central Campus. 

There was keen interest in Widen’s presentation and members were able to get their questions answered. 

 

October 14 Annual Meeting Recap 
The Annual Meeting of Members was held between the October 14th Learn 
& Grow and Seminar sessions. UMRA President Al Hermsen welcomed the 
attendees and gave his report on activities of the Association during the 
past year. Despite the pandemic it was an active and productive year, most 
notably with the addition of special interest groups for readers and walkers. 
Rodger Wolf then gave his annual Treasurer's Report offering a good review 
of UMRA's current financial condition (quite sound!). 

Jim Randolph represented the Nominating Committee charge to conduct the appointment of board members 
to fill upcoming vacancies on the board. The slate of Katherine Kurtz, Vi Barkauskas, Pat Butler, and Ed Adams 
was approved by the membership. All four will serve three-year terms beginning December 2021. In addition, 
the board's mid-year appointment of Esrold Nurse to fill the remainder of a vacancy was approved by 
membership. His appointment term will run through December of 2023. Jim also invited interest from the 
membership in assisting with board service in the future.  

President Hermsen then invited comments from the audience including new business items. Hearing none, he 
accepted a motion to end the meeting.  

The presentation can be viewed in the Members Only section of the UMRA website. Login, select Presentations 
and choose Annual Meeting. 

https://umra.hr.umich.edu/members-only/
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October 14 Benefits Update 
Brian Vasher, Senior Director of Benefits Operations and 
Alanna Troup, Benefits Counselor spoke with retirees at the 
October 14th meeting. They emphasized that everyone 
should have received their Open Enrollment Book which 
should answer most questions retirees might have. The 
benefits have remained essentially the same as last year. 
What’s New: “Recent contracting arrangements through the 
Michigan Care and U-M Premier Care health plans have 
resulted in a value-based hearing network that offers 
hearing aids at a reduced cost when members of these U-M 
plans use specific providers.” This was the major change 
noted this year. Retirees enrolled in the BCBS benefits plan 
receive hearing aid benefits already.  

Retirees asked many questions including if it would be possible to get a Silver Sneakers program or gym 
membership through U-M benefits. Vasher said this had been explored but that it was not cost effective. 
Another member asked about switching to a Medicare Advantage plan where the benefit plan includes gym 
memberships. Vasher reminded the group that U-M is not in the Medicare Advantage plan. If a retiree decides 
to switch to a Medicare Advantage plan, they leave the U-M system forever and can never switch back to the 
U-M benefits plan. 

Members had specific questions and Vasher and Troup stayed after the meeting to answer all the questions. 

 

Volunteer Opportunities 
As part of our goal to give back to the community, UMRA has a page on our website which lists dozens of  
volunteer opportunities. Many of these tasks can be handled on a virtual basis. We strongly encourage our 
members to visit the website and volunteer to assist in servicing the community. 

This month we are highlighting a new opportunity, the Women’s Center of Southeastern Michigan, an agency 
that works with women and individuals in times of transition. The Women’s Center is looking for retired 
licensed social workers or professional counselors who have a commitment to social justice and are interested 
in participating in weekly group supervisions, as well as provide weekly individual supervision for a graduate 
student. This is a commitment of about 4.5 hours per week, primarily on Wednesdays. The Center could also 
benefit from some IT consultation with a totally flexible commitment of about 6 hours a month. Interested? 
Call 734.973.6779 or email info@womenscentersemi.org 

 

 
 
 
 

tel:734-973-6779
mailto:info@womenscentersemi.org
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Journey to Freedom: The Underground Railroad Tour 

On September 23, 34 UMRA members, family and friends, took The Journey 
to Freedom: Underground Railroad Tour, with the UMRA travel group. 
Participants found the tour enlightening, educational and even “personally 
rewarding.” Our wonderful guide, Deborah, provided a very insightful 
commentary, at the sites visited in Ann Arbor (along Pontiac Trail, Broadway 
and Kerrytown) and in Ypsilanti (downtown and in Pittsfield Township). One 
in the group said, “This amazing history was so close yet so far. I lived and 
grew up near Pontiac Trail, where several homes, a school and a church 
were significant in the events of the historical Underground Railroad, yet I 
was never aware” of their impact on our community . The homes associated 
with the Underground Railroad were all amazingly well preserved, quite 
possibly because many of them were brick. One of the "members" of the 
group of persons working with the Underground Railroad owned a brick-
making business.  

The plaque on the right, located on the southwest corner E. Huron and 
Division Streets, marks the founding meeting of the Michigan Antislavery 
Society. The meeting was held on November 10, 1836, in the First 
Presbyterian Church. Delegates from six counties elected officers and adopted fourteen resolutions denouncing 
slavery. This convention led to the establishment of the state's first antislavery newspaper, Jackson’s American 
Freeman, in 1839, and its successor, Ann Arbor's Signal of Liberty, in 1841. 

Haab’s restaurant in Ypsilanti, where we had lunch, has its own fascinating history, as well as great food. The 
tour was fun, educational, and worthwhile. We hope the new location for the African American Cultural & 
Historical Museum on Pontiac Trail will encourage community interest and will preserve the legacy that should 
never be forgotten. 
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Magnificent Mid-Michigan 
Twenty-three hardy retirees traveled 
via Bianco Bus to Brookshire Inn Golf 
Club for a wonderful lunch with a 
beautiful view of the damp golf course. 
The chicken, rolls, salad and cheesecake 
were delicious.  Then on to the 
Heavenly Scent Herb Farm with a 
variety of rooms with goodies to 
purchase—soaps, cards, dried florals 
and garden ornaments.  We wandered 
through the rooms, then the lovely 
gardens outside smelling the scented 
geraniums and viewing the fairy garden.   

The next stop was Spicer’s Orchards and Farm Market. After a fun ride on a hay wagon, through many acres of 
apple trees, blueberry and raspberry bushes and a strawberry patch, we stopped to pick apples. The orchard 
was a bit buggy but still a fun experience, especially for those who had never picked apples before. The Spicer’s 
store was a treasure trove of goodies. Apples of so many varieties, popcorn, candy and a special treat of donuts 
and apple cider.  

Just before the bus rolled for home several in the group visited the Spicer Winery.  For $8.00 they offered four 
wine samples.  Some of the ladies were willing to share saying, “please help us, we can’t drink all this.” Twenty 
minutes later we got on the bus, laughing and planning further trips with the UMRA retirees. We had a great 
time and a great day of companionship and enjoying fall in magnificent mid-Michigan.   

Upcoming Day Trips 

Thursday, November 4 – Detroit Historic Churches 

Visit 3 historic churches in Detroit  
• Basilica de Ste. Anne de Detroit Catholic church, in existence for 3 centuries 
• Old St. Mary’s Church, the first German Catholic church in Detroit 
• Mariners Church, where the Blessing of the Fleet occurs each March. 

During the tour we will have lunch at Amore de Roma, the oldest Italian restaurant in Detroit. 

Wednesday, December 1 – Meadow Brook Theatre 

After a delicious lunch at Kruse & Muer on Main in Rochester Hills, we will enjoy a matinee performance of “A 
Christmas Carol” at Meadow Brook Theatre, located on Oakland University’s campus. 

See flyers attached to the newsletter or visit the UMRA website for details and registration information. 
Look for Upcoming Events > Trips in the homepage. Please contact Carol Williams, cwms@umich.edu, if you 
have questions. 

https://umra.hr.umich.edu/memberlogin/?redirect_to=%2fmembers-only%2f
mailto:cwms@umich.edu
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UMRA Reads—November Book 

UMRA Reads a Mystery/Thriller in November 

Mystery/Thriller is the genre UMRA Reads will be reading in November. U-M grad and, a 
longtime resident of Ann Arbor, author Jerry Prescott (1934-2018) used the University 
of Michigan and Ann Arbor for the backdrop of this intriguing, unpredictable, suspense-
filled murder mystery. The murder of a college coed lead police to the discovery of a 
diabolical plot to stain the reputation of the University of Michigan. A devious villain 
takes delight in taunting his victims and adversaries as he is pursued amidst well-known 
campus settings. Readers will find themselves involved as more than just observers as 
they follow the twists and turns of the investigation through numerous Ann Arbor 
locations; the villain leaving a clever trail of messages with candy. UMRA reads will 
discuss Deadly Sweet in Ann Arbor on November 17. 

♦♦♦ 

October Recap—Dark Matter 

The UMRA Reads discussion of the science fiction book Dark Matter, by Blake Crouch, 
was held on October 27, after the newsletter deadline. The recap of Dark Matter will be 
included in the December newsletter. It was quite a read. Watch for it!  
 
A complete list of meeting dates and monthly selections can be found on the UMRA 
website, Interest Groups. New members are welcome. Contact Sharon Grayden, 
grayden@umich.edu if you would like to join the group. 

 

 

 

Good Things Happen With You On The Team! 

There is strength in numbers, so don’t forget to renew your UMRA Membership. We value every member 
and don’t want to lose a single one of you. Our programs depend on you. Our advocacy depends on you. Our 
expanded online offerings depend on you. Your fellow retirees depend on you. 

Dues notice reminder letters were sent to 415 members at the end of October. If you got one of these 
letters, we hope you will renew immediately. If you do not know if you’ve paid or are encountering problems 
with the system (yes, we know it isn’t perfect), please send an email to umra@umich.edu. We’ll be happy to 
assist you. Don't miss out on the exciting year we've planned. 

Rejoin today and remain part of the team. 

 
 

https://umra.hr.umich.edu/interest-groups/
mailto:grayden@umich.edu
mailto:umra@umich.edu
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UMRA Officers and Board of Directors 

Terms Ending in 2021 
 

Ed Adams 
edadams@umich.edu 
 

Vi Barkauskas, The Committee on the 
Economic Status and Welfare of the 
Faculty (CESWF) 
vhbarkas@umich.edu 
 

Patricia M. Butler, Past President  
patbutler9@gmail.com 
 

Katherine Kurtz, Vice President 
kkurtz100@gmail.com 
 

Open Board Position 
(Applicants Welcomed) 

Terms Ending in 2022 
 

Jim Bell, Past President, 
MHealthy Representative 
jimbell@umich.edu 
 

Tom Butts 
tombutts@umich.edu 
 

Nancy Firestone 
nancyf@umich.edu 
 

Sharon K. Grayden, UMRA 
News Editor 
grayden@umich.edu 
 

Jim Randolph, Secretary 
nihjim@umich.edu 

Terms Ending in 2023 
 

Esrold Nurse 
eanurse@umich.edu 
 

Al Hermsen, President 
ahermsen@umich.edu 
 

Mike Kalasinski 
mikekal@umich.edu 
 

Duane Kirking 
dkirking@umich.edu 
 

Rodger Wolf, Treasurer 
rawolf@umich.edu 

 

 

 Welcome New Members 
UMRA extends a warm welcome to our newest members. We also welcome the spouses/partners of U-M 
retirees. Congratulations on your retirement from the University of Michigan. We hope you find camaraderie 
and friendship as a member of UMRA. 
 
Note: This list includes the new members we have processed between August 20 and October 15, 2021. Many 
more new members are still being processed and will be recognized in future issues of UMRA News. If you see 
"Unknown" in the Department/Unit category adjacent to your name, that means we do not have that data for 
you. Please go to your Profile in the Members Only section of the website to update your profile information or 
send an email to umra@umich.edu. Please note that this list does not include many retirees who rejoined after 
a year or more absence. 
 

Name Department/Unit Joined Date 
Giulio Baldrighi MHRI 8/20/2021 
Susan Clozza Pathology 8/20/2021 
Linda Stein Brighton Health Center 8/20/2021 
Judith Luckhardt Breast Oncology Clinic 8/21/2021 
Lynne Ballbach Unknown 8/22/2021 
Jackie Foster ITS 8/22/2021 
Richard Mendel Spouse/Partner 8/23/2021 
Susan Urba Internal Medicine/Hematology and Oncology 8/23/2021 
Timothy Williams Unknown 8/23/2021 
Bethany Yanke Radiation Oncology 8/23/2021 
Knute Nadelhoffer Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 8/24/2021 

mailto:edadams@umich.edu
mailto:vhbarkas@umich.edu
mailto:patbutler9@gmail.com
mailto:kkurtz100@gmail.com
mailto:jimbell@umich.edu
mailto:tombutts@umich.edu
mailto:nancyf@umich.edu
mailto:grayden@umich.edu
mailto:nihjim@umich.edu
mailto:eanurse@umich.edu
mailto:ahermsen@umich.edu
mailto:mikekal@umich.edu
mailto:dkirking@umich.edu
mailto:rawolf@umich.edu
mailto:umra@umich.edu
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Laurence Baker Internal Medicine and Pharacology 8/26/2021 
Martha Blenman Unknown 8/26/2021 
James Blenman Spouse/Partner 8/26/2021 
Julia Chapin Housing 8/26/2021 
Mary Flynn Main OR 8/26/2021 
Bonnie Hagerty Unknown 8/26/2021 
Susan Johnson School of Education 8/26/2021 
Victor Rotberg Nuclear Engineering 8/26/2021 
Marvin Wilson Unknown 8/26/2021 
Gernot Windfuhr Unknown 8/26/2021 
Janet Eaton Information and Technology Services 8/27/2021 
Sean Eaton Spouse/Partner 8/27/2021 
Samuel Musselman Unknown 8/27/2021 
Jerome Finkelstein Ophthalmology 8/28/2021 
Se Kwak Spouse/Partner 8/28/2021 
Young-Ja Kwak Unknown 8/28/2021 
Mary Kozonis-Marudas Unknown 8/28/2021 
Donald Otremba Spouse/Partner 8/28/2021 
Gale Otremba Unknown 8/28/2021 
Cheryl Powell Unknown 8/28/2021 
Rose Marie Sitko Unknown 8/28/2021 
Hung Tai Spouse/Partner 8/28/2021 
Julia Tai Unknown 8/28/2021 
Carol Vereecke Spouse/Partner 8/28/2021 
John Vereecke Unknown 8/28/2021 
Lawrence Ashman Oral Surgery/Hospital Dentistry 8/29/2021 
Gerald Hoff The Consolidated Billing Unit 8/29/2021 
Maria McFarland Shared Services/Accounts Receivables 8/29/2021 
Danielle Smith Unknown 8/30/2021 
Damien Hyde Law Library 9/1/2021 
Jerome McCowell Spouse/Partner 9/1/2021 
Pamela Thomas Psychiatric emergency services 9/1/2021 
Paula Yocum Division of Public Safety & Security 9/1/2021 
Anne Zaran Unknown 9/1/2021 
Patricia DeLamielleure Pediatric Specialty Clinics Taubman 9/2/2021 
Caroline Blaum Medicine/Medical School 9/3/2021 
Michael Rodemer Penny W. Stamps School of Art & Design 9/3/2021 
Charles Wilbur Spouse/Partner 9/3/2021 
John Williams Molecular and Integrative Physiology 9/5/2021 
Christa Williams Spouse/Partner 9/5/2021 
Gregory Fasing Cardiac Procedures Unit 9/6/2021 
Cheryl Render Unknown 9/6/2021 
Lindsey Burdette Radiology 9/7/2021 
Terry Burdette Spouse/Partner 9/7/2021 
Susan Slavin Ross School of Business 9/8/2021 
Patricia Rabe Mott Anesthesia 9/9/2021 
Brian Vasher Benefits Administration Office 9/10/2021 
Chen Kuo-Vasher Spouse/Partner 9/10/2021 
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Laurie Glover Unknown 9/11/2021 
Ellery Say School for Environment and Sustainability 9/12/2021 
Dorothy Novodoff UMMC Blood Bank 9/13/2021 
John Oliver Unknown 9/13/2021 
Doreen Graden Unknown 9/14/2021 
Barbara Hanna Unknown 9/15/2021 
Rebecca Eggleston Unknown 9/17/2021 
Carolyn Fediuk Alumni Association 9/20/2021 
Diane Scarpace Internal Medicine-Geriatrics 9/21/2021 
Jane Warburton-Brown 8B 9/27/2021 
Robert Brown Spouse/Partner 9/27/2021 
Judith Nowack Unknown 9/27/2021 
Giovanna Amico-Tessmer ITS Data Center Operations 9/28/2021 
Claudia More HR 9/29/2021 
Elizabeth Berenter Unknown 9/30/2021 
Wendy Kenyon Brandon NICU 9/30/2021 
Zheng Wang Women's and Gender Studies 10/5/2021 
Kerry Flynn Information Technology 10/7/2021 
Glenda Haskell Unknown 10/7/2021 
Denise Kabisch HITS 10/7/2021 
Carol Tucker University Health Service 10/7/2021 
Donna Doyle Pediatric Endocrinology 10/8/2021 
Karen Dunlap Pharmacy 10/14/2021 
Jill Edwards Main OR 10/14/2021 
Richard Coffey Unknown 10/15/2021 
Els Nieuwenhuljsen Physical Medicine & Rehab 10/15/2021 
Deborah Poinier Unknown 10/15/2021 
John Poinier Spouse/Partner 10/15/2021 
Terrance Solan Anesthesia 10/15/2021 
Kathleen Wisser LSA Biophysics 10/15/2021 
Douglas Wisser Spouse/Partner 10/15/2021 
   

 

Vaccinations and Masks 
UMRA has hosted a number of in-person meetings, outings and activities since August. We have followed the 
CDC protocol related to vaccinations and masking at all of our get togethers. You are welcome to join us for 
our in-person activities if you are comfortable. We strongly recommend that you are fully vaccinated and that 
you wear a mask and practice social distancing for all inside gatherings. 

 

Zoom On In… 
Not everyone is able to join the monthly meetings in person. A link to the Zoom meeting will be sent out with 
each meeting reminder, four to five days before the meeting and the day of the meeting. Zoom’s chat feature 
lets you ask questions or make comments. A video of each meeting will be posted to the Members Only section 
of the website so you can watch it at your convenience.  
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Thank You UMRA Sponsors 
U-M Retirees Association’s board developed a community sponsorship program to broaden our base of support 
and expand programming capabilities. We are grateful to our sponsors for their loyalty and support. Many of 
our sponsors attend our monthly meetings at Weber’s and provide literature at their sponsor table. We are 
pleased to provide you with contact information and a brief description of their organization and services.  

Area Agency on Aging 1-B – Kathleen Yanik 
29100 Northwestern Highway, Suite 400, Southfield, MI 48034 
(248) 320-1144    www.aaa1b.org 
Helping seniors, adults with disabilities and their families in southeast Michigan. Call us at 1-800-852-7795. 
 
Bank of Ann Arbor – Lucas Domitrovich 
125 S. Fifth Ave., Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
(734) 662-1600   www.BankofAnnArbor.com 
Ann Arbor’s leading community bank offering all banking services including trust and wealth management. 
 
Brookhaven Manor – Dolores DeTavernier 
401 Oakbrook Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48103 
(734) 747-8800   www.BrookhavenManorApartments.com 
Brookhaven Manor is a senior independent community with spacious one- or two-bedroom apartments where 
you will find neighbors enjoying a relaxed, yet active lifestyle. You will enjoy a host of services and amenities 
designed to enrich your life. 
 
Collier Financial – Caleb Collier 
315 E. Eisenhower Pkwy Suite 303, Ann Arbor, MI 48108 
(734) 389-7575   www.collierfinancial.com/ 
Since 1990, Collier Financial has helped thousands of families in the Midwest to and through confident 
retirements. As independent advisors with the fiduciary standard, we design and implement customized 
retirement and investment solutions that put our clients’ interests first. 
 
Comfort Keepers of Ann Arbor – Bryan Dunn 
7910 Ann Arbor Street, Suite 2, Dexter, MI 48130 
(734) 418-9186  www.annarbor.comfortkeepers.com/ 
Comfort Keepers of Ann Arbor provides best-in-class in-home assisted living services for seniors and other 
adults in need of assistance.  Our dedicated and trained caregivers help maintain independence and quality of 
life so loved ones can continue living safely at home. 
 
EHM Senior Solutions – Nicole Boyer 
400 West Russell Street, Saline, MI 48176 
(734) 679-0533   www.EHMSolutions.org 
At EHM Senior Solutions, our core purpose, as a faith-based organization, is to provide quality care with 
compassion to our residents and clients we serve. 
 
Fidelity Investments – Peggy-Sue McNier  
500 E. Eisenhower Pkwy, Suite 200, Ann Arbor, MI 48108 
(734) 662-2113 x 78265 www.fidelity.com 
Whatever your destination, Fidelity has the people and the tools to help you grow and protect your wealth. 
 

http://www.aaa1b.org/
http://www.bankofannarbor.com/
http://www.brookhavenmanorapartments.com/
http://www.collierfinancial.com/
https://www.comfortkeepers.com/offices/michigan/ann-arbor/
http://www.ehmsolutions.org/
http://www.fidelity.com/
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Legacy Law Center – Terrence A. Bertram  
2950 South State Street, Suite 300, Ann Arbor, MI 48104  
(734) 995-2383 www.elderlawannarbor.com 
Legacy Law Center, advisers for your life planning needs, estate planning, elder law, and probate. 
  
Provizr – David Fransko, Alan Brilliant and Cassandra Malmquist 
777 E. Eisenhower Pkwy, Suite 742, Ann Arbor, MI 48108 
(734) 864-4500 www.provizr.com  
With so many investment choices available, University employees are confused about which investments 
to choose. Provizr provides hands-on professional management of your university retirement account so you 
can end confusion, have confidence in your portfolio, and know you have a solid plan for the future. 
 
Real Estate One Personal Perks – Danielle Dorsch 
25800 Northwestern Highway, Southfield, MI 48075 
(248) 208-2968 http://www.personalperks.net/ 
Personal Perks is an innovative real estate benefit program. This exclusive program provides cash rebates based 
on the sale or purchase price of a home if you go through Danielle before selecting a realtor to represent you.  
Real Estate One is the largest broker in Michigan servicing all of Wayne, Oakland, Washtenaw, Livingston, 
Macomb and Northern Michigan counties. 
 
Retirement Income Solutions – Megan Flynn & Evan LeRoy  
2301 Platt Road, Suite 300, Ann Arbor, MI 48104  
(734) 769-7727 www.risadvisory.com  
Retirement Income Solutions is a locally-owned and independent financial advisory firm that specializes in the 
active management of TIAA and Fidelity accounts, along with other assets. 
  
Silver Maples Retirement Neighborhood – Christina Kim & Suzy Stacey 
100 Silver Maples Drive, Chelsea, MI 48118 
(734) 475-4111 https://silvermaples.org/ 
Silver Maples of Chelsea is a senior living neighborhood that offers independent living, assisted living and short 
term respite stays. 
 
StoryPoint – Lisa Cervi & Catherine Mitchell  
6230 S. State Street, Saline, MI 48176  
(734) 944-6600 www.StoryPoint.com  
StoryPoint is a senior residential living community offering the latest in independent living, enhanced living, 
assisted living and memory care. 
 
TIAA – Eric Roberts & Evan Ho 
777 East Eisenhower Parkway, Suite 100, Ann Arbor, MI 48108 
(866) 842-2949 https://locations.tiaa.org/mi/ann-arbor/777-east-eisenhower-parkway 
 
University of Michigan Credit Union – Julie Wigley 
340 E. Huron Street, Suite 100, Ann Arbor, MI 48104-1909 
(734) 662-8200   www.umcu.org 
UMCU is a member owned, not-for-profit cooperative serving the financial needs of its members and the 
community. 
 

 

 

http://www.elderlawannarbor.com/
http://www.provizr.com/
http://www.personalperks.net/
http://www.risadvisory.com/
https://silvermaples.org/
http://www.storypoint.com/
https://locations.tiaa.org/mi/ann-arbor/777-east-eisenhower-parkway
http://www.umcu.org/
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Who Are Those Masked Men…and Women? 
UMRA Members…of Course! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get Connected. Stay Connected. Feel Connected. 
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