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University of Michigan Retirees Association

UMRA Meeting February 13, 2020

Negativity and Emotion in Electoral Politics
Dr. Stuart Soroka
Michael W. Traugott Collegiate Professor of Communication Studies and Political Science, and faculty
associate in the Center for Political Studies at the Institute for Social Research, University of Michigan
Dr. Soroka’s research focuses on political communication, on the sources and/or structure of public
preferences for policy, and on the relationships between public policy, public opinion, and mass media.
Current projects include work on negativity in politics, on the role of mass media in representative
democracy, and on support for social welfare and immigration policy. His work has been published in
numerous professional journals. His books include Agenda-Setting Dynamics in Canada (UBC Press),
Degrees of Democracy (CUP), Health Care Policy and Opinion in the United States and Canada (Routledge),
and Negativity in Democratic Politics (CUP).
______________________________________________________________________________

The UMRA Monthly Meeting will be held at
Weber’s Inn - Grand Ballroom, 3050 Jackson Ave., Ann Arbor, MI
______________________________________________________________________________

12:15 pm: MNature: Matthaei Botanical Gardens and Nichols Arboretum, and Tips for Your Gardens.
Presented by Robert Grese, Director of Matthaei Botanical Gardens and Nichols Arboretum
1:15 pm: Refreshments and socializing
1:50 pm: Announcements followed by Dr. Soroka’s presentation.
______________________________________________________________________________

Please bring your used eyeglasses/frames and/or old hearing aids to donate to the
Ann Arbor Lion’s Club. John Krienke will be available to collect them.
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Monthly Meeting Information
UMRA Monthly Meetings are held from September through May on the second Thursday of the month.
Unless the information in this newsletter indicates otherwise, the schedule for the monthly UMRA
meetings is:
● 12:15 p.m.: Learn & Grow Lecture
● 1:55 p.m.: Refreshments and socializing
● 1:50 p.m.: Announcements followed by the monthly presentation
UMRA meetings are held in the Grand Ballroom at Weber’s Inn, 3050 Jackson Ave., Ann Arbor, MI.
Announcements about speakers and programs are made in this newsletter, in the University Record Events
notices, online at Happenings at Michigan, and on the UMRA website http://umra.hr.umich.edu. Please
join us!

Contact Information
UMRA Office – 2005 Wolverine Tower, 3003 S. State Street, Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1281
(The Wolverine Tower Building is at the southeast intersection of E. Eisenhower Pkwy. and S. State St.)
Website: https://umra.hr.umich.edu -- Email: umra@umich.edu
Address changes or missing UMRA newsletter issues: Contact Julie Doman: domanj@umich.edu

Upcoming UMRA Meetings
March 12, 2020, 12:15 pm: Globalization and Human Rights, Dr. Kiyoteru Tsutsui
Schedule Change: For the March UMRA meeting, Kiyoteru Tsutsui, the main presenter, and David
Fransko and Alan Brilliant, the Learn & Grow presenters, will switch presentation times due to a
schedule conflict. Kiyoteru Tsutsui will present 12:15 pm-1:15 pm, and David Fransko and Alan Brilliant
will present at 2:00 pm.
Dr. Tsutsui is professor of sociology, director, of the Center for Japanese Studies, and
director of the Donia Human Rights Center at U-M. His research interests focus on
political/comparative sociology, social movements, globalization, human rights, and
Japanese society. His current projects examine (a) changing conceptions of nationhood
and minority rights in national constitutions and their impact on actual practices, (b)
global expansion of corporate social responsibility and its impact on corporate
behavior, (c) experimental surveys on public understanding about human rights, and
(d) campus policies and practices around human rights. Tsutsui’s research has appeared in numerous social
science journals. His publications include Rights Make Might: Global Human Rights and Minority Social
Movements in Japan (Oxford University Press, 2018), and a co-edited volume (with Alwyn Lim) Corporate
Social Responsibility in a Globalizing World (Cambridge University Press 2015).
April 9, 2020: What Is Diversity Worth in Higher Education? Vice Provost Robert
Sellers – Dr. Sellers is the vice provost for equity and inclusion, chief diversity officer,
and the Charles D. Moody Collegiate Professor of psychology and education. As vice
provost for equity and inclusion and chief diversity officer, Sellers works with the
provost and executive vice president for academic affairs on matters related to
diversity at the university as well as a broad range of academic issues. His primary
research activities have focused on the role of race in the psychological lives of African Americans. Dr.
Sellers and his students have developed a conceptual and empirical model of African American racial
identity that has been used by a number of researchers in the field to understand the heterogeneity in the
significance and meaning that African Americans place on race in defining themselves.
May 14, 2020: The Challenges of Aging, Mr. Eric Schneidewind – Mr. Schneidewind
has served on the National Board of Directors for AARP for several years and as
national president from 2017-2019. The 22-member board is the governing body of
AARP and approves all policies, programs, activities and services for AARP’s 50 million
members. Eric is a past president of AARP Michigan. He was chairman of the Michigan
Public Service Commission for six years and also worked for the State Housing
Authority, Securities Bureau and Insurance Bureau. Besides his volunteer work, he is an energy attorney
for Varnum Law Firm, Lansing, MI. Eric’s legal practice focuses on electrical retail wheeling, non-utility
electric power marketing, cogeneration projects, waste to energy, utility scale natural gas, and coal and
wind generating plants. Schneidewind is also a volunteer at the Loaves and Fishes Homeless Shelter.

Learn & Grow Lecture Series
No registration required just drop in!
Join us for this free, informative lecture series. Presentations start at 12:15 pm, preceding the UMRA
general programs. Weber’s does not permit us to bring in food so we're unable to offer the brownbag
format. We will provide a free beverage and cookies for you to enjoy during each Learn & Grow session.
● February 13, 2020 – MNature: Matthaei Botanical Gardens and Nichols Arboretum, and Tips for Your
Gardens. Presented by Robert Grese, Director of Matthaei Botanical Gardens and Nichols Arboretum.
● March 12, 2020, 2:00pm – Managing Your Required Minimum Distributions (RMDs) and Other
Strategies for Retirement. Presented by David Fransko and Alan Brilliant, Provizr.
Schedule Change: For the March UMRA meeting, Kiyoteru Tsutsui, the main presenter, and David
Fransko and Alan Brilliant, the Learn & Grow presenters, will switch presentation times due to a
schedule conflict. Kiyoteru Tsutsui will present 12:15 pm-1:15 pm, and David Fransko and Alan Brilliant
will present at 2:00 pm.
● April 9, 2020 – Podcasts Simplified. Presented by Ed Adams, UMRA Board Member.
Podcasts may be thought of as the new radio, but accessing them requires more effort than just twisting a
dial. The rewards, however, are much richer: the latest in current events, politics, education and culture,
interviews with your favorite celebrities, serial dramas, and more. Ed will introduce some of the many
podcast topics and describe how to download and use this programming for free.
● May 14, 2020 – Volatility. Presented by Caleb K. Collier, Investment Adviser Representative and Vice
President of Collier Financial.
What is volatility? How can volatility affect my retirement income, and can it be controlled? What retirees
today need to know to weather future market storms.

President’s Report, February 2020
I hope you have enjoyed the warm January temperatures, and are ready for whatever
February has to offer us. In the last couple of months, we have talked about the new
newsletter and a contest for the new name. The four names that rose to the top to be
voted on were UMRA News, RETIREASE, Forever Blue, and Post M Notes. We sent an
email to all members in mid-January, giving them the opportunity to vote for the new
name. As I write this report, the voting is not yet complete. We have had a lot of
participation from the members. On the first day, 176 votes were cast. The votes were lower on the
following days, but it has been encouraging to see the high participation. So thanks for your vote, and
stay
staytuned
tunedfor
forananannouncement
announcementlater
laterininFebruary.
February.stay tuned for an announcement later in February.

We have made some progress on a few of the back-of-the-house infrastructure items. The website is being
updated and reconfigured so that we can post the recordings of the speakers at the monthly membership
meetings for viewing. In addition, we have figured out a way to allow payments by credit card and have
even tried it once to see if it works. It did, but it is not ready to roll out yet.
HEALTH DAY IS APRIL 28, 2020!! The agenda and registration form are on the website, in a file attached to
this email, and available for you to pick up at the monthly meeting. Submit your registration form soon to
ensure that your place is reserved at this annual event that is always well attended.
Jim Bell, UMRA President

Put UMRA Health Day 2020 on Your Calendar
Correction: Health Day is Tuesday, April 28, 2020. The date was incorrect in the January newsletter.
It was correct on the Health Day agenda and registration file attached to the January newsletter, on the
website, and at the monthly meeting.
UMRA has finalized plans for our Fifteenth Annual Health Day on Tuesday, April 28, and we invite you to
take a look at the speakers and the presentations they will make at this year’s event. To access this
information, please download the Health Day flier from the UMRA website, open the Health Day file
attached to this email, or pick up a flier at the monthly meetings. Send in your Health Day reservation soon
to ensure that your seat is available.

Hearing Impairment

|

Health Day Presentation Topics
Eastern Medicine | Yoga | Tai Chi

|

Thriving in Retirement

Special Opportunity to Improve Driving Skills
Mature Driver Defensive Training Program
Presented by: Suzette Falletich, Director for Driver Training Programs, AAA
Date/Time: March 3, 2020, 10:00 am to 2:30 pm – 30-minute lunch break: Please pack a lunch!
Beverages & light refreshments will be provided.
Location: U-M Credit Union, 4440 Jackson Rd., 2nd floor, Ann Arbor
This branch is located between Wagner and Zeeb Rds. on the north side of Jackson Rd.
Cost: $20 per person (advance registration required)
Even the most experienced driver can benefit from learning about the changes that affect us as we age. The AAA
(American Automobile Association) Mature Driver Defensive Training program delivers tips and techniques to help
older drivers compensate for changing vision, reflexes, and response time.

The program also provides a quick refresher on driving defensively in a variety of situations and demonstrates how
many of yesterday’s driving methods have been replaced by more advanced, risk-reducing driving techniques. The
primary focus is on ensuring that all of us drive safely.
Presenter, Suzette Falletich, is Director for Driver Training Programs for AAA, covering 11 states. She is a fully
licensed Driver Training Instructor for Novice/Teen and Adults, and a lead Driver Improvement Instructor certified
with AAA National. She has been in the driver training programs for 14 years.
======================================= < cut> =======================================
Registration for: Mature Driver Defensive Training / March 3, 2020
Name(s): ________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: ________________________________
Cost: $20/person

Email: ____________________________________

Number of registrants: _______

Total amount due: $___________

* Please make checks payable to UMRA and mail completed form and check to:
UMRA, 2005 Wolverine Tower, 3003 South State St., Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1281
Received Amt.: $_________ Date: _________________ By:
====================================== < cut> ==============================================

Honor Retirees and Help Students Meet Financial Needs with the
Distinguished Staff Scholarship Fund
Al Hermsen, UMRA Vice-President
When I was working in the Financial Aid Office I often had calls from staff who wanted to honor a retiring
co-worker by setting up a scholarship fund in their name. At the time, the university required an
endowment of at least $50,000 to set up a named scholarship. So I had to tell them we could not set up a
scholarship for them unless it met these criteria, which it never did. But it started me thinking about
setting up a fund that could honor some of our wonderful retirees.
I worked with the Development Office to set up a fund for all faculty and staff to contribute to when they
wanted to honor a retiring co-worker. We transferred some undesignated gift funds into the account to
meet the $50,000 requirement, and it was established in 2000. Since then, many staff have contributed to
this fund. Staff who contribute to the fund can have a name added to the list of distinguished scholars who
have had funds donated in their name. The Financial Aid Office then selects top students with financial
need to receive an award each year. Last year’s scholars received $3000 awards. Each of them received the
list of distinguished staff, and the students sent thank you letters to the staff on the list.

I want UMRA members to know about this scholarship fund so they could use it to honor others who have
retired or will be retiring in the future. You can even donate to the scholarship fund and add yourself or a
spouse who has worked at U-M to the list. To make a donation to this fund, use the form on the
Distinguished Staff Scholarship Giving web page, or you can send a check to:
University of Michigan
Wolverine Tower
c/o J. Moody-Novak, Suite 8045
3003 S. State Street Ann Arbor, MI 48109
Thank you for considering a donation to this fund.
January Presentation -

Michigan Engineering: The State of the College
Katherine Kurtz
Presented by Dr. Alec D. Gallimore, the Robert J. Vlasic Dean of Engineering, the Richard F. Eleanor A.
Towner Professor of Engineering, and the Arther F. Thurnau Professor in the Department of Aerospace
Engineering.
Dean Gallimore’s talk provided history, as well as context, to the current vision for Michigan Engineering.
The College of Engineering, established in 1853, is the first public university, college of engineering in the
country. Currently the College is ranked #5 nationally, with the Department of Nuclear Engineering and
Radiological Sciences ranked #1, Industrial and Operations Engineering ranked #2, and Environmental
Engineering ranked #3. With 427 tenured and non-tenured faculty, 126 research faculty and 7,350
undergraduates, 1,755 masters, and 1,714 graduate students, and with 85,000 alumni/ae, the College of
Engineering is the second largest college at the University of Michigan. Women chair half of the
departments in the College.
Much of the Dean’s presentation focused on the strategic plan, and the steps being taken to achieve the
goals in the plan. The overarching vision is to “strive to anticipate the global, technical and educational
changes ahead, and position our institution to lead the evolution of 21st-century engineering research and
education for the common good. Focusing on three pillars of excellence - research, education and culture;
pushing ourselves to be innovative, daring and forward thinking in our service to society; and providing the
foundation for these pillars will be our core values and the people and spaces that enable our work”
The Dean referred to this mission as “working on wicked problems that impact millions of people.”
His talk included examples of interdisciplinary research initiatives, new state-of-the-art facilities, buildings
and laboratories, as well as financial support for entrepreneurial and collaborative ideas from faculty, staff
and students, and new curricular initiatives helping students “to become wise beyond their years, life-long
learners, and empathetic engineers.”

After a lively, interesting, visionary, and over too soon presentation, Dean Gallimore encouraged everyone
to visit the Michigan Engineering Home Page for more information and updates.

December Learn & Grow Lecture -

Maintaining Safe Driving as We Age
Vi Barkauskas
Dr. Lisa J. Molnar is an associate research scientist in the behavioral sciences group of the U-M
Transportation and Research Institute (UMTRI). She is also the associate director of UMTRI, and associate
director of the Center for Advancing Transportation Leadership and Safety. She introduced the UMRA
audience to UMTRI, which was founded in 1965 to conduct and disseminate findings about transportationrelated matters. It is currently part of the College of Engineering. Research foci include automobile futures,
behavioral science, biosciences, driver interface, engineering subsystems, and human factors. The
behavioral science research group focuses on driver behavior in the context of vehicles and roadways. A
current research interest is aging drivers.
As people age, most remain active drivers. Of those of age 65 and older, 78% are still driving, and driving
remains an important part of their daily life. Drivers report higher life satisfaction than non-drivers. Having
to stop driving is associated with negative outcomes including loss of independence, increased depression,
and health decline. Functional factors can compromise safe driving including disease conditions,
medications, cognitive limitations, visual deficits, and psychomotor limitations, some of which are not
directly age-related. Crash rates increase over age 70 and are very high over age 85.
The following conditions are most important for safe driving:
● Visual acuity, contrast differentiation, depth perception
● Psychomotor abilities, upper body strength, proprioception, coordination
● Cognitive abilities.
● Ability to manage distractions and focus on driving-specific factors
● Memory
The goals of the UMTRI’s aging driver initiative are to: 1) help people drive safely, 2) help transitions to no
driving; and 3) support the use of community resources for mobility. Self-regulation of driving includes
modification of driving patterns and moving closer to destinations. Self-regulation unfolds over time,
varies by individuals, is gender- and health-related, and is affected by cognitive decline.
Dr. Molnar described UMTRI’s Long Road Project, funded by the AAA Foundation. Using a sample of 3,000
drivers across five states, researchers are studying the major protective and risk factors of safe driving in

older adults, the influence of medication, the effect of new automobile technologies, processes of selfregulation, and the process of driving cessation. Study data includes health information, driving data,
medication data, clinical assessments, crash history, GPS data, vehicle condition, driving patterns, trip
combinations, trip times, trip distances from home, and driving habits. Early results are on the AAA
Foundation website. https://aaafoundation.org/the-longroad-study-longitudinal-research-on-agingdrivers/.
The study has implemented a Safe Driver/Smart Options initiative in conjunction with the State of
Michigan. The website is: https://www.michigan.gov/agingdriver.
January Learn and Grow Lecture -

The 2020 Census: How to Count Every Person, Once, in the Right Place
Katherine Kurtz
Diana Neering, a board member from the League of Women Voters, presented an overview of the 2020
Census and explained why it is very important to count every person. The League of Women Voters is a
nonpolitical organization. They do not support candidates for political office.
Diana provided a history of the census and explained how the League of Women Voters prepares for the
census. Their goal is to do everything they can to ensure a complete count, including groups that are
historically hard to count. That includes minorities, rural area residents who are not served by broadband,
households where English is not the primary language, non-citizens, children, and college students.
The first census was in 1790, and it is conducted every ten years. The census data is used for
reapportionment, redistricting, and it is the basis for federal funding. All of these issues are important to
the State of Michigan.
April 1, 2020, is Census Day. The 2020 Census will be much shorter than the 2010 Census and households
can complete the census online or by mail. Diana also provided handouts that included a copy of the
census.

UMRA Members Enjoyed Their Trip to Historic Marshall
David B. Williams
On a cold, dark and snowy morning, 46 intrepid retirees boarded Bianco’s cozy bus for a day in Marshall,
Michigan. Our driver, Damian, who had taken us on the Rum Runner’s trip, added to the trip with his
competence and commentary.

Our first stop was the elaborate Honolulu House, built in 1860 by Abner Pratt, a former consul to the
Hawaiian Islands, where we enjoyed a comprehensive tour and history of the house now owned by the
local Historical Society.
We then headed to an unexpected treasure, the Postal Museum, which is the second largest in the U.S.
Curator Michael Schragg and his assistant gave us a detailed tour of the six rooms below the current
Marshall post office containing 2,000 items, mostly from Michigan.
Mike’s narrative was fascinating, and he answered many questions authoritatively. He also volunteered to
open the museum to anyone, at any time, given a week’s notice.
The next stop was the 1859 Governor’s Mansion built by James Wright Gordon, assuming that Marshall
would become the state capitol and he the first governor. Neither happened. The house was later given to
the Marshall DAR and serves as their headquarters as well as a museum.
By now we all welcomed the next stop, Win Schuler’s, for lunch. With choices of prime rib, salmon, chicken
and veggie as entrees, salad, and a big cookie for dessert, no one left hungry. It was nice to see Schuler’s
alive and well.
As if this wasn’t enough, on the way home we made our final stop at the Jackson All Star Dairy,
affectionately known as the Parlour. We were offered a scoop of any ice cream with any topping, but some
adventurous souls upgraded to shakes, banana splits and huge sundaes.
Damian returned us to our cars in the West Meijer parking lot in the dark but on time, and happy after a
most pleasant day.

When Ann Arbor Public Schools are closed due to snow or other inclement weather,
the University of Michigan Retirees Association (UMRA) WILL NOT MEET.

Thank You, UMRA Sponsors
Area Agency on Aging 1-B – Chiara C. Clayton
29100 Northwestern Highway, Suite 400, Southfield, MI
(248) 320-1144 www.aaa1b.org/
Helping seniors, adults with disabilities and their families in southeast Michigan. Call us at
1-800-852-7795.

Bank of Ann Arbor – Deb Jones
125 S. Fifth Ave., Ann Arbor, MI 48104
(734) 662-1600 www.BankofAnnArbor.com
Ann Arbor’s leading community bank offering all banking services including trust and wealth management.
Brookdale Senior Living – Julie Craft & Kate Lake
2190 Ann Arbor/Saline Rd., & 750 W. Eisenhower Parkway, Ann Arbor, MI 48103
(734)327-1350 or (734)213-1708, respectively, www.brookdale.com
Brookdale Senior Living consists of two communities, Brookdale Ann Arbor, Assisted Living & Memory Care
and Brookdale West Eisenhower, Memory Care. Providing exceptional assisted living and Alzheimer’s and
dementia care services. Whether you need just a little bit of extra help with daily tasks like dressing,
managing medications or hygiene, or you or your loved one are living with cognitive difficulties, we can
help.
Brookhaven Manor – Candace Little
401 Oakbrook Dr, Ann Arbor, MI 48103
(734) 747-8800 www.BrookhavenManorApartments.com
Brookhaven Manor is a senior independent community with spacious one or two bedroom apartments
where you will find neighbors enjoying a relaxed, yet active lifestyle. You will enjoy a host of services and
amenities designed to enrich your life.
Collier Financial – Caleb Collier
315 E. Eisenhower Pkwy Suite 303, Ann Arbor, MI 48108
(734) 389-7575 www.collierfinancial.com/
Since 1990, Collier Financial has helped thousands of families in the Midwest to and through confident
retirements. As independent advisors with the fiduciary standard, we design and implement customized
retirement and investment solutions that put our clients’ interests first.
Comfort Keepers of Ann Arbor – Bryan Dunn
7910 Ann Arbor St., Ste. 2, Dexter, MI 48130
734-418-9186 annarbor.comfortkeepers.com
Comfort Keepers of Ann Arbor provides best-in-class in-home assisted living services for seniors and other
adults in need of assistance. Our dedicated and trained caregivers help maintain independence and
quality of life so loved ones can continue living safely at home.
EHM Senior Solutions – Nicole Boyer & Rachel Cordier
400 West Russell St. Saline, MI 48176
734-679-0533 www.ehmsolutions.org
At EHM Senior Solutions, our core purpose is to be a faith-based organization, called to provide quality
care with compassion to our residents and clients we serve.

Fidelity Investments – Peggy-Sue Mcnier
500 E. Eisenhower Pkwy, Suite 200, Ann Arbor, MI 48108
(800) 624-2286 x 53831 www.fidelity.com
Whatever your destination, Fidelity has the people, guidance, and investments to help you find your way.
Heartland Health Care Center – David Liebrecht
4701 E. Huron River Dr., Ann Arbor, MI 48105
(734) 975-2600 www.heartland-manorcare.com/locations/heartland-health-care-center-ann-arbor/
Heartland provides individualized post-hospital skilled nursing care and rehabilitation (PT, OT, and Speech
therapy) in a comfortable environment.
Homewatch CareGivers of Ann Arbor – Breanne K. Stuart
525 Avis Dr. Suite 3, Ann Arbor, MI 48108
(734) 662-8190 www.homewatchcaregivers.com/ann-arbor/
Homewatch CareGivers of Ann Arbor is a locally owned and operated private duty home care company
that provides caregivers (CNAs, HHAs, retired medical professionals) in homes, assisted living facilities and
nursing homes to help with various activities of daily living and to help maintain a sense of independence.
Legacy Law Center – Terrence A. Bertram
2950 South State Street, Suite 300, Ann Arbor, MI 48104
(734) 995-2383 www.elderlawannarbor.com
Legacy Law Center, advisers for your life planning needs, estate planning, elder law, and probate.
Legacy Wealth Partners – Kevin W. Murphy & Toni Wander
3053 Miller Road, Ann Arbor, MI 48103
(734) 436-8133 www.YourLegacyOurFocus.com
Legacy Wealth Partners is a locally owned and independent financial advisory firm that serves clients as
their fiduciary with regards to financial planning and associated portfolio management of all their assets,
including TIAA and Fidelity portfolios.
LifeChoices – Ellen Byrne
200 Brecon Dr., Saline, MI 48176
(734) 295-9292 www.LifeChoicesAtHome.org
LifeChoices is a unique retirement option that lets you stay independent at home while guaranteeing your
financial future against unexpected healthcare costs.
PROVIZR – David Fransko , Alan Brilliant , & Cassandra Malmquist
777 E. Eisenhower Pkwy., Suite 742, Ann Arbor, MI 48108
(734) 864-4500 www.myProvizr.com

Provizr is a local investment advisory firm focused solely on helping university employees and retirees.
Real Estate One Personal Perks – Danielle Dorsch
25800 Northwestern Highway, Southfield, MI 48075
(248) 208-2968 www.personalperks.net/
Personal Perks is an innovative real estate benefit program. This exclusive program provides cash rebates
based on the sale or purchase price of a home if you go through Danielle before selecting a realtor to
represent you. Real Estate One is the largest broker in Michigan servicing all of Wayne, Oakland,
Washtenaw, Livingston, Macomb and Northern Michigan counties.
Retirement Income Solutions – Todd Kephart & Pamela Loduca-Massa
2301 Platt Road, Suite 300, Ann Arbor, MI 48104
(734) 769-7727 www.risadvisory.com
Retirement Income Solutions is a locally-owned and independent financial advisory firm that specializes in
the active management of TIAA and Fidelity accounts, along with other assets.
Silver Maples Retirement Neighborhood – Christina Kim & Suzy Stacey
100 Silver Maples Drive, Chelsea, MI 48118
(734) 475-4111 www.silvermaples.org
Silver Maples of Chelsea is a senior living neighborhood that offers independent living, assisted living and
short term respite stays.
StoryPoint – Lisa Cervi & Catherine Mitchell
6230 S. State Street, Saline, MI 48176
(734) 944-6600 www.storypoint.com/
StoryPoint is a senior residential living community offering the latest in Independent Living, Enhanced
Living, Assisted Living and Memory Care.
TIAA – William Burmeister & Evan Ho
777 East Eisenhower Parkway, Suite 100, Ann Arbor, MI 48108
(866) 842-2949 locations.tiaa.org/mi/ann-arbor/777-east-eisenhower-parkway
University of Michigan Credit Union – Julie Wigley
340 E. Huron Street, Suite 100, Ann Arbor, MI 48104-1909
(734) 662-8200 www.umcu.org
UMCU is a member-owned, not-for-profit cooperative serving the financial needs of its members and the
community.

IN MEMORIAM

The Association wishes to pass on our condolences to the families of our past and current members
who have passed away since our last newsletter. We are providing this service in case our members
wanted to know this information.
Name
Death Date
Name
Death Date
Amburgey, Dolores
Boxrud, Daniel T
Browning, Mary C
Chartier, Agnes M
Conlon, Jacqueline
Delanois, James
Finkbeiner, Marilyn
Fontheim, Ernest G
Gray, Donna M
Grierson, Irita
Guire, Kenneth
Hafter, Monroe Z
Hermalin, Albert I
Herrod, Dorothy M

11/28/2019
10/23/2019
11/30/2019
6/12/2019
11/19/2019
11/23/2019
1/16/2020
7/9/2019
11/30/2019
9/22/2019
10/13/2019
4/3/2019
Unknown
11/21/2019

Katz, Carole
Knaff-Shammas, Jeanny
Knopf, Ralph F
Kruszewski, David
Mack, Dolores Ann
McKeon, Doris
Petring, Marjorie M
Rabe, Inge E
Schumann, Douglas
Sexton, Betty J
Slavens, Thomas P
Spink, Walter M
Stoner, Barbara A
Wright, Annie R

12/16/2019
12/22/2019
1/11/2020
9/30/2019
12/22/2019
11/13/2019
11/23/2019
11/27/2019
1/1/2020
11/17/2019
10/21/2019
11/23/2019
12/4/2019
1/17/2020

2020 UMRA Event and Trip Program
February 20, 2020

An Afternoon at the Museum of Natural History and Planetarium Show – Visit
the museum in its new location (Biological Sciences Building, 1105 North
University Ave.) See how it preserves the past and, at the same time, shows off
the latest in scientific research with interactive exhibits, new programming
spaces, and a state-of-the-art Planetarium & Dome Theater.
Transportation: Drive your own car. See flier for parking information.
Cost: $13.00/person includes $8 for a tour of the museum and $5 to see a
Planetarium show – The Sky Tonight. You’ll also have time to browse the
exhibits on your own.
More information and registration form: Pick up a flier at the UMRA meetings,
or contact Norel Tullier, 4149 West Joy Rd, Ann Arbor, MI 48105, 734-646-0209.

April 2, 2020

Bronson Collection of Mechanical Musical Instruments – Visit this 55-year-old
collection of mechanical musical instruments in Dundee, MI. See a display of
music boxes; American nickelodeons; a Mills self-playing violin; merry-go-round
organs and a Decap Dance Organ, imported from Antwerp, Belgium; which
emulates a 20 piece orchestra. Another building exhibits a premier display of
statuary by American artist John Rogers. They were created between 1860 and
1893. There is music, featuring a 1914 Philipps Pianorchestra, which contains a
full piano, three ranks of pipes, xylophone and a full complement of trapwork,

designed to take the place of a salon orchestra. A 10-rank Wurlitzer Theatre
Organ will play automatically, drawing from a library of the country’s top organ
artists.
Transportation: Meet in the Meijer parking lot on Carpenter Rd. at 11:00 a.m.:
(Park closest to Ellsworth Rd. near Chase Bank.) Carpool to Dundee for lunch
(restaurant information to come). Tour the Bronson Collection and return to the
Meijer parking lot at 4:00 p.m.
Cost: No charge for this tour, but please plan to give a donation.
More information and registration form: Pick up a flier at the UMRA monthly
meetings, or contact Norel Tullier, 4149 West Joy Rd, Ann Arbor, MI 48105. 734646-0209.
May 19, 2020

Midland – Tour the home and studio of Alden B. Dow, an architect known for
his contributions to the Michigan Modern style. Enjoy lunch at Lucky’s
Steakhouse, visit Dow Gardens, and the Whiting Forest Canopy Walk, the
nation's longest canopy walk — 1,400 feet long, and soaring up to 40 feet above
the ground.
Transportation: Motor coach departs from Meijer parking lot at 5645 Jackson
Rd. 7:15 a.m. and returns 6:30 p.m. Park near the Starbucks closest to Zeeb Rd.
Cost: $89.00/person includes all except bus driver’s gratuity.
More information and registration form: Pick up a flier at the UMRA meetings,
or contact Carol Williams at cwms@umich.edu or 734-426-4908.

June 16, 2020

Put-In-Bay, South Bass Island – Take the ferry to and from Put-In-Bay and enjoy
a narrated tour aboard the tour train. Choose to visit either the aviary with over
500 types of exotic butterflies, or the 52-foot deep cave and view stalactites and
stalagmites. Select from six restaurants that are free with your lunch voucher.
Visit Perry’s Peace Memorial and see a musket demo, enjoy the wines of the
Put-In-Bay Winery as part of the Doller House tour.
Transportation: Motor coach departs from Meijer parking lot on Carpenter Rd.
8:00 a.m. and returns 8:45 p.m. (Park closest to Ellsworth Rd. near Chase Bank.)
Cost: $116.00/person includes all except tour director and bus driver gratuities.
More information and registration form: Pick up a flier at the UMRA meetings,
or contact Carol Williams at cwms@umich.edu or 734-426-4908.

July 21, 2020

Toledo Mudhens Baseball Game – Join your fellow UMRA members and guests
on a trip to see the Toledo Mudhens play the Lehigh Valley baseball team. Seats
are covered and in the shade. We have a limit of 35 seats.
Transportation: Meet at 9:45 am at Meijer, 3825 Carpenter Rd, in parking lot
closest to Ellsworth near Chase Bank. Cars depart 10 am and return 3:45 pm.
Cost: $19 includes admission ticket, lunch (hot dog, soda and chips -- other food
is available at your expense). The cost includes a $5 donation to driver for gas.

More information and registration form: Pick up a flier at the UMRA meetings,
or contact Pat Butler: (patbutler9@gmail.com) (Home: 734-944-1918) (Cell:
734-604-7718).
September 17, 2020

Follow us on

Saugatuck, MI – Shop in Downtown Saugatuck on the Art Coast of Michigan.
There’s something to please everyone in the unique shops, whether you’re
window shopping, looking for a gift, or indulging yourself. Enjoy lunch at Coral
Gables, one of the oldest Michigan restaurants. Experience one of West
Michigan's premier attractions – a Saugatuck Dune Ride!! Knowledgeable guides
will provide us with 40 minutes of entertainment, fun, and excitement while we
tour one of Michigan's treasures. We’ll learn of the lost town of Singapore and
check out the local vegetation and wildlife.
Transportation: Motor coach departs from Meijer parking lot at 5645 Jackson
Rd. 7:30 a.m. and returns 7:30 p.m. Park closest to Zeeb Rd. near Starbucks.
Cost: $102.00/person includes all except tour director and bus driver gratuities.
More information and registration form: Download the flier attached to this
email, pick up a flier at the UMRA monthly meetings, or contact Carol Williams
at cwms@umich.edu or 734-426-4908.

