
 

 
 

UMRA News           April 2020 

 

Greetings from UMRA. In this email, you’ll find: 

   ●  President’s Report 

   ●  UMRA Meetings and Trips – What’s Canceled; What’s Still On 

    ●  Sign Up for Camp Michigania 2020  

  ●  Health Day Cancellation Notice and Refund Information 

   ●  Thank You, UMRA Sponsors  

   ●  2020 UMRA COVID-19 News and Resources 
 

 

President’s Report 
 

I hope all of you are doing okay. With the weakened economy and the Shelter-In-Place rules, it is a 

hard time for a lot of us. I have heard that some members are using their cell phones, computers 

and other electronic devices to have happy hours with friends, and I have used FaceTime to 

communicate with our two grandkids in Andover, MA. Some days are sunny (not all of them), and 

my wife and I have started cleaning up the yard for the spring flowers to sprout.  
 

This is the first UMRA newsletter since we canceled the March membership meeting, and I am sad 

to say we have already canceled both the April and the May membership meetings. The hope is 

that by September, we will have put the COVID-19 virus behind us and be ready to start another UMRA program 

year. We will send the May newsletter in about a month, take the usual UMRA summer break, and send the 

September newsletter, which should arrive in your email inbox by mid-August, in time to help you prepare for the 

2020-2021 membership meeting season. 
 

UMRA has also cancelled the Health Day event on April 28. We needed to do this because we cannot determine 

when the orders to stay at home and avoid being within six feet of people who aren’t members of your household 

will be canceled. Staff at Weber’s Inn, where most UMRA meetings are held, have been very understanding of our 

group’s needs. Although they are not serving in Weber’s dining rooms, they are preparing food that you can order 

online and pick up at the hotel entrance. So if you are tired of eating your own cooking, maybe you could try their 

food.  
 

The board is going to try meeting online and see how it works. Maybe we could use one of these systems to live-

stream future meetings to members who cannot attend. We are looking for ways to make it easier for the members 

to join our meetings.  
 

Due to the risk of COVID-19, we have canceled all April and May trips and meetings, including Health Day. We still 

have four trips for June-September on our schedule, and we will send information in the May newsletter if we need 

to cancel any. To check the status of our trips and meetings, see the next article in this newsletter ” UMRA Meetings 

and Trips – What’s Canceled; What’s Still On.” 
 

Please stay safe, and I look forward to seeing you when we are on the other side of COVID-19. 
 

Jim Bell, UMRA President 



 

 

 

UMRA Meetings and Trips – What’s Canceled; What’s Still On 
 

Unfortunately, we have not turned the corner on theCOVID-19 crisis, and to comply with the directives from the 

University of Michigan and the State of Michigan to stay at home, UMRA must now cancel the April and May events 

of our 2019-2020 program, including all membership meetings, Health Day, and two trips. All canceled meetings and 

trips are listed below to make it easier for you to delete them from your calendar.  
 

Canceled Meetings and Trips 

   ●  April 2: Trip to Bronson Collection of Mechanical Musical Instruments 

   ●  April 9: UMRA April membership meeting 

   ●  April 28: UMRA Health Day 

   ●  May 14: UMRA May membership meeting 

   ●  May 19: Trip to Midland, MI 
 

These cancellations leave us with four trips that will stay on the calendar for now: 
 

Trips Still on the Calendar 

   ●  June 16: Put-In-Bay, South Bass Island 

   ●  July 21: Toledo Mudhens Baseball Game 

   ●  September 17: Saugatuck, MI 

   ●  September 21-23: Camp Michigania 2020 
 

If we need to cancel any of these four trips, we will send an email notification to members who registered for the 

canceled trip. If you have any questions about these trips, you can find details, including contact information, on the 

UMRA website. See umra.hr.umich.edu/events. 
 

People who have paid their fees for UMRA Health Day on April 28 and the UMRA May 19 trip to Midland, MI, will 

receive full refunds. UMRA sent an email about the Health Day refunds, which is republished in this newsletter.  
 

Also, we have optimistically expanded our list of scheduled trips with the Camp Michigania 2020 trip. It would be a 

wonderful way to celebrate the end of “stay home; shelter in place.” For more information, read an article about the 

Camp Michigania 2020 in this newsletter. Also, the UMRA website  
 

 

Sign Up for Camp Michigania 2020 
 

The UMRA experience at Camp Michigania last October was a great success, and we would like to duplicate or even 

expand our 2020 visit to the Camp. Currently, Camp Michigania will be open this year, but COVID19 changes 

people’s plans on a day-to-day basis.  
 

UMRA has reserved September 21-23 with the possibility of adding a third night to include September 24. So add 

the dates to your calendar and send your registration. If we can go, you’ll have the dates reserved and on your 

calendar. The cost will be about the same as last year ($260 for singles, $185 for another person in the room or $445 

for a couple). The activities, meals, and plans will be essentially the same as last year. We’ll have a Camp Michigania 

flier on the UMRA website (umra.hr.umich.edu/events/) within the next two weeks. It will give you more 

information and a registration form so you can reserve your place on the trip.  
 

If we have further information, we’ll include it in the May issue of UMRA News. You can view photos of last year’s 

Camp Michigania trip on the UMRA website. Go to https://umra.hr.umich.edu/homecoming-football-and-camp-

michigania/ and click the Slideshow link to see UMRA members having a great time up north at the camp. 
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Health Day Cancellation Notice and Refund Information 
 

Health Day, which was to be held April 28, has been canceled due to the COVID-19 virus. Information in this article 

has been emailed to some members who were registered for Health Day to explain how refunds for their Health Day 

fees will be processed. Other members’ Health Day checks are in Wolverine Tower, and we don’t have access to that 

building during the COVID-19 lockdown. The second bullet, below, explains the procedure we will follow for them.  
 

Dear Retirees,  
 

The UMRA Board of Directors has canceled the 2020 UMRA Health Day that was scheduled for April 28. The Board is 

taking this step to protect members and avoid adding to the spread of the COVID-19 virus, which includes complying 

with the position taken by the University of Michigan and the Michigan State Government. 
 

   ●  If UMRA has already deposited your Health Day check, we will mail you a refund check via U.S. Postal Service in 

early April. 

   ●  All undeposited checks are located in the UMRA office at Wolverine Tower, which is closed indefinitely due to 

the COVID-19 virus, along with most university facilities. If UMRA has not deposited your check, we will destroy it 

when we again have access to the undeposited checks in our Wolverine Tower office. Then we will send you an 

email notification to let you know that we have completed this work. 
 

We will miss seeing all of you and enjoying the programs we had planned, but our primary concern is that you stay 

safe and healthy along with your families. Thanks for your support of UMRA.  
 

Pat Butler, Health Day Committee Member 

Jim Bell, UMRA President  

Rodger Wolf, UMRA Treasurer 
 

 

COVID-19 News and Resources 
 

   ●  Retirees are in the age group that is most threatened with serious complications from the COVID-19 virus. 

Unfortunately, we have not turned the corner on this crisis, and to defeat COVID-19, we must observe the directives 

from the University of Michigan and the State of Michigan as strictly as possible. Compliance with these directives 

requires staying at home except when you need to be out, staying six feet from others, canceling activities, avoiding 

physical contact with people who are not members of your household, and practicing safe hygiene: wash hands 

frequently for 20 seconds, and avoid touching your face or coughing into your hand. Use the websites listed below 

to locate answers to your questions: 
 

   ●  University of Michigan, Office of Public Affairs provides a website with comprehensive information for university 

retirees, students, faculty, and staff. Sections include Health, Preparedness, Travel & study abroad, Teaching & 

Working, Students, Messages, and News. https://coronavirus.umich.edu/ 

   ●  University Human Resources announces benefit updates in response to COVID-19 

https://record.umich.edu/articles/hr-announces-benefit-updates-in-response-to-covid-19/ 

   ●  Michigan Medicine partners with Food Gatherers to help people affected financially by COVID-19 during an 

unprecedented time of demand   . Donations of protective gear, food and toiletries will be accepted from 12 p.m. to 

5 p.m. weekdays and Saturdays at Dock 90 of 2800 Plymouth Rd., Ann Arbor. Drive up and drop off your donations 

without getting out of your car. https://www.uofmhealth.org/news/archive/202003/u-m-drive-donation-site-will-

collect-food-community-members. 

   ●  State of Michigan COVID-19 resources  https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/ 

https://coronavirus.umich.edu/
https://record.umich.edu/articles/hr-announces-benefit-updates-in-response-to-covid-19/
https://goo.gl/maps/s9pV5JTBiCbcFGX19
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   ●  Centers for Disease Control (CDC)  https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 

   ●  National Institute of Health (NIH) https://www.nih.gov/health-information/coronavirus 

   ●  World Health Organization (WHO)  https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019 
 

 

Thank You, UMRA Sponsors  
 

Area Agency on Aging 1-B Bank of Ann Arbor – Chiara C Clayton 

29100 Northwestern Highway, Suite 400, Southfield, MI 

(248) 320-1144   www.aaa1b.org 

Helping seniors, adults with disabilities and their families in southeast Michigan. Call us at 1-800-852-7795. 

 

Bank of Ann Arbor – Deb Jones 

125 S. Fifth Ave., Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

(734) 662-1600   www.BankofAnnArbor.com 

Ann Arbor’s leading community bank offering all banking services including trust and wealth management. 

 

Brookdale Senior Living – Julie Craft & Kate Lake 

2190 Ann Arbor-Saline Rd., & 750 W. Eisenhower Parkway, Ann Arbor, MI 48103 

(734) 327-1350 or (734) 213-1708 respectively    www.brookdale.com 

Brookdale Senior Living consists of two communities, Brookdale Ann Arbor, Assisted Living & Memory Care and 

Brookdale West Eisenhower, Memory Care. Providing exceptional assisted living and Alzheimer’s and dementia care 

services. Whether you need just a little bit of extra help with daily tasks like dressing, managing medications or 

hygiene, or you or your loved one are living with cognitive difficulties, we can help. 

 

Brookhaven Manor – Candace Little 

401 Oakbrook Dr, Ann Arbor, MI 48103 

(734) 747-8800   www.BrookhavenManorApartments.com 

Brookhaven Manor is a senior independent community with spacious one or two bedroom apartments where you 

will find neighbors enjoying a relaxed, yet active lifestyle. You will enjoy a host of services and amenities designed to 

enrich your life. 

 

Coldwell Banker Preferred Realtors - Bruce Webb 

44644 Ann Arbor Rd, Plymouth, MI 48170 

O (734) 392-6021 C (734) 223-5131   http://www.brucewebb.com/ 

Bruce Webb has been serving buyers and sellers with their real estate needs in Wayne, Oakland, Washtenaw, and 

Livingston counties. He is a Senior Real Estate Specialist assisting families in downsizing, finding senior living 

facilities, or that dream home on the lake. 

 

Collier Financial – Caleb Collier 

315 E. Eisenhower Pkwy Suite 303, Ann Arbor, MI 48108 

(734) 389-7575   http://www.collierfinancial.com/ 

Since 1990, Collier Financial has helped thousands of families in the Midwest to and through confident retirements. 

As independent advisors with the fiduciary standard, we design and implement customized retirement and 

investment solutions that put our clients’ interests first. 
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Comfort Keepers of Ann Arbor – Bryan Dunn 

7910 Ann Arbor St., Ste. 2, Dexter, MI 48130 

(734) 418-9186   https://annarbor.comfortkeepers.com/ 

Comfort Keepers of Ann Arbor provides best-in-class in-home assisted living services for seniors and other adults in 

need of assistance.  Our dedicated and trained caregivers help maintain independence and quality of life so loved 

ones can continue living safely at home. 

 

EHM Senior Solutions – Nicole Boyer & Rachel Cordier 

400 West Russell Street, Saline, MI 48176 

(734) 679-0533    www.EHMSolutions.org 

At EHM Senior Solutions, our core purpose is to be a faith-based organization, called to provide quality care with 

compassion to our residents and clients we serve. 

 

Fidelity Investments – Peggy-Sue Mcnier  

500 E. Eisenhower Pkwy, Suite 200, Ann Arbor, MI 48108 

(800) 624-2286 x 53831   www.fidelity.com  

Whatever your destination, Fidelity has the people, guidance, and investments to help you find your way. 

 

Heartland Health Care Center – David Liebrecht 

4701 E. Huron River Dr., Ann Arbor, MI 48105 

(734) 975-2600   www.heartland-manorcare.com/locations/heartland-health-care-center-ann-arbor/ 

Heartland provides individualized post-hospital skilled nursing care and rehabilitation (PT, OT, and Speech therapy) 

in a comfortable environment. 

 

HearUSA - Jill Duchaine 

2900 S State St, Suite R-6, Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

(734) 663-2915   https://www.hearusa.com/ 

Audiologist Jill Duchaine has been practicing for almost twenty years; she has been in the Ann Arbor area for the 

past ten years. Our mission is to change lives through better hearing. 

 

Homewatch CareGivers of Ann Arbor – Breanne K Stuart 

525 Avis Dr. Suite 3, Ann Arbor, MI 48108 

(734) 662-8190   www.homewatchcaregivers.com/ann-arbor/ 

Homewatch CareGivers of Ann Arbor is a locally owned and operated private duty home care company that provides 

caregivers (CNAs, HHAs, retired medical professionals) in homes, assisted living facilities and nursing homes to help 

with various activities of daily living and to help maintain a sense of independence. 

 

Legacy Law Center – Terrence A. Bertram  

2950 South State Street, Suite 300, Ann Arbor, MI 48104  

(734) 995-2383   www.elderlawannarbor.com 

Legacy Law Center, advisers for your life planning needs, estate planning, elder law, and probate. 
 

Legacy Wealth Partners – Kevin W Murphy & Toni Wander 

3053 Miller Road, Ann Arbor, MI 48103 

(734) 436-8133   www.YourLegacyOurFocus.com 

Legacy Wealth Partners is a locally owned and independent financial advisory firm that serves clients as their 

fiduciary with regards to financial planning and associated portfolio management of all their assets, including TIAA 

and Fidelity portfolios 
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PROVIZR – David Fransko , Alan Brilliant , & Cassandra Malmquist 

777 E. Eisenhower Pkwy., Suite 742, Ann Arbor, MI 48108 

(734) 864-4500   www.provizr.com  

Provizr is a local investment advisory firm focused solely on helping university employees and retirees. 

 

Real Estate One Personal Perks – Danielle Dorsch 

25800 Northwestern Highway, Southfield, MI 48075 

(248) 208-2968   http://www.personalperks.net/ 

Personal Perks is an innovative real estate benefit program. This exclusive program provides cash rebates based on 

the sale or purchase price of a home if you go through Danielle before selecting a realtor to represent you. Real 

Estate One is the largest broker in Michigan servicing all of Wayne, Oakland, Washtenaw, Livingston, Macomb and 

Northern Michigan counties. 

 

Retirement Income Solutions – Megan Flynn & Evan LeRoy  

2301 Platt Road, Suite 300, Ann Arbor, MI 48104  

(734) 769-7727   www.risadvisory.com  

Retirement Income Solutions is a locally-owned and independent financial advisory firm that specializes in the active 

management of TIAA and Fidelity accounts, along with other assets. 

 

Silver Maples Retirement Neighborhood – Christina Kim & Suzy Stacey 

100 Silver Maples Drive, Chelsea, MI 48118 

(734) 475-4111   www.silvermaples.org  

Silver Maples of Chelsea is a senior living neighborhood that offers independent living, assisted living and short-term 

respite stays. 

 

StoryPoint – Lisa Cervi & Catherine Mitchell  

6230 S. State Street, Saline, MI 48176  

(734) 944-6600   www.StoryPoint.com  

StoryPoint is a senior residential living community offering the latest in Independent Living, Enhanced Living, 

Assisted Living and Memory Care. 

 

TIAA – William Burmeister & Evan Ho 

777 East Eisenhower Parkway, Suite 100, Ann Arbor, MI 48108 

(866) 842-2949   https://locations.tiaa.org/mi/ann-arbor/777-east-eisenhower-parkway 

 

University of Michigan Credit Union – Julie Wigley 

340 E. Huron Street, Suite 100, Ann Arbor, MI 48104-1909 

(734) 662-8200   www.umcu.org 

UMCU is a member-owned, not-for-profit cooperative serving the financial needs of its members and the 

community. 
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2020 UMRA Event and Trip Program 
 

Please keep these trips in mind for future days. UMRA will keep you updated on the status of trips over the 

summer. We look forward to seeing you when we are able to resume UMRA activities. 

 

June 16, 2020 Put-In-Bay, South Bass Island – Take the ferry to and from Put-In-Bay and enjoy a narrated 

tour aboard the tour train. Choose to visit either the aviary with over 500 types of exotic 

butterflies, or the 52-foot deep cave and view stalactites and stalagmites. Select from six 

restaurants that are free with your lunch voucher. Visit Perry’s Peace Memorial and see a 

musket demo, enjoy the wines of the Put-In-Bay Winery as part of the Doller House tour. 

Transportation: Motor coach departs from Meijer parking lot on Carpenter Rd. 8:00 a.m. 

and returns 8:45 p.m. (Park closest to Ellsworth Rd. near Chase Bank.) 

Cost: $116.00/person includes all except tour director and bus driver gratuities. 

More information and registration form: Contact Carol Williams at cwms@umich.edu or 

734-426-4908. 

July 21, 2020 Toledo Mudhens Baseball Game – Join your fellow UMRA members and guests on a trip to 

see the Toledo Mudhens play the Lehigh Valley baseball team. Seats are covered and in the 

shade. We have a limit of 35 seats. 

Transportation: Meet at 9:45 am at Meijer, 3825 Carpenter Rd, in parking lot closest to 

Ellsworth near Chase Bank. Cars depart 10 am and return 3:45 pm. 

Cost: $19 includes admission ticket, lunch (hot dog, soda and chips -- other food is available 

at your expense). The cost includes a $5 donation to driver for gas.   

More information and registration form:  Contact Pat Butler: (patbutler9@gmail.com) 

(Home:  734-944-1918) (Cell:  734-604-7718). 

September 17, 2020 Saugatuck, MI – Shop in Downtown Saugatuck on the Art Coast of Michigan. There’s 

something to please everyone in the unique shops, whether you’re window shopping, 

looking for a gift, or indulging yourself. Enjoy lunch at Coral Gables, one of the oldest 

Michigan restaurants. Experience one of West Michigan's premier attractions – a Saugatuck 

Dune Ride!! Knowledgeable guides will provide us with 40 minutes of entertainment, fun, 

and excitement while we tour one of Michigan's treasures. We’ll learn of the lost town of 

Singapore and check out the local vegetation and wildlife. 

Transportation: Motor coach departs from Meijer parking lot at 5645 Jackson Rd. 7:30 a.m. 

and returns 7:30 p.m. Park closest to Zeeb Rd. near Starbucks. 

Cost: $102.00/person includes all except tour director and bus driver gratuities. 

More information and registration form: Contact Carol Williams at cwms@umich.edu or 

734-426-4908. 
 

Follow us on           
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